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BEYOND CHAPEL
In classrooms and residence halls, on weekends and through off-campus experiences,
Dordt is nurturing disciples, and students are testing their faith and putting it to work
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Leading Off
WITH THE PRESIDENT

MEMBERS IN A
COMMUNITY
This January, as the campus again came to life,
we all gathered for the first chapel of 2015. Singing
together as a body is one of the joys of living and
learning together in community.
Using the wonderfully crafted words of both the Apostles Creed, “I
believe in the holy catholic church,” and QA 54 of the Heidelberg
Catechism, “What do you believe concerning ‘the holy catholic church’,” we focused on
the church through the ages and across the globe:
I believe that the Son of God through his Spirit and Word, out of the entire human race,
from the beginning of the world to its end, gathers, protects, and preserves for himself a
community chosen for eternal life and united in true faith. And of this community I am
and always will be a living member.
In an attempt to pique student interest, I titled my speech “Why I don’t go to church,”
and I hope students grasped the larger message: church isn’t a place, church is a
community. I encouraged them to become active members of the visible church—both
now and after graduation. But I also wanted them to see their participation in the
larger community of the invisible church, chosen for eternal life and united in true
faith.
This issue of the Voice has some interesting stories about that community—including
stories about how faith is shaped and about Dordt people who adopt. They made me
think about the baptisms of my first two children, both of whom came into our family
through biological means. I was encouraged when the entire congregation stood with
Barb and me to promise before God their best efforts to assist us in developing our
sons for God’s purposes. Later, when my next two children were baptized, both of
whom came into our family through adoption, I was struck by the words of the pastor
in the litany about our adoption as heirs of God through Christ’s love.
As I have the privilege of serving here with the faculty, staff, and board of Dordt
College to raise up this next generation of Christians for kingdom service, I’m struck
by both of those thoughts. We are all adopted into a community by God’s grace and
providential hand. And we all have the opportunity and responsibility to participate in
his work.

DR. ERIK HOEKSTRA
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ALWAYS
THINKING
P

eople say educational institutions
are slow to change. That’s
probably true. People also say that
higher education institutions are
generally “liberal.” That’s also often
true, although "progressive" may be
more what is meant.

DANCING WITH TANZANIANS
In addition to interacting with children at orphanages, visiting schools, observing clinics at rural
and urban hospitals, and learning about animal care and crop production in the developing world,
students who spent their semester break on a mission and service trip to Tanzania participated
in aspects of the life of a rural Maasai tribe. The women donned festive rings and joined in a
welcoming dance, and the men took part in the trademark Maasai jumping dance, where the man
who jumps the highest and best gains the accolades of the whole tribe. The experience was rich
and a bit surreal, says senior Abigail Olson about visiting a culture where "women are disposable
and where young children's first purpose is the care of the livestock.”
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Kyle Miller’s ( ’15)
drone gets media attention
and gets him ready for the
future of farming
A Sunday dinner
tradition moves to the
second generation

Women runners win
third consecutive top-10
finish at NAIA nationals

Reframing the
family: Dordt employees
and alumni share their
adoption stories
Shaping disciples
and exploring what faith

From Nashville
to Nigeria, young alumni
Jason Hilbelink ( ’09) and
Salome (Toryem, ’06)
Nengean are having an
impact on their worlds

Both assessments
are undoubtedly
because schools
and colleges and
universities are
places where
people are
encouraged to think, to think critically,
and then to embrace what they learn
and come to believe.
Such a process takes time and opens
up the breadth and complexity of
people, ideas and beliefs, and the
world.
Because nothing is perfect this side of
the new heaven and earth, Christian
institutions, too, need to continually
take stock of what we know and then
think about and rethink how God calls
us to live in today’s world—and how to
help students do the same.
This process is also what faith
formation is about—helping the
next generation discover anew the
richness of a belief system that gives
meaning and purpose to life, that
learns from others, that helps us all
know that we’ve not “arrived” but
have important work to do each day.
Semper reformanda.

SALLY JONGSMA, EDITOR
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STUDENTS FUND LIBERIAN
ORPHANAGE FOR CHRISTMAS
Dordt College students who spent time in Liberia last year with One Body One Hope
were heartbroken when they heard news reports about the devastation left by Ebola.
The decided to do what they could to help.

“The lion’s share of the donations came
from students, some of whom asked
their parents to forgo Christmas gifts
and instead make a donation,” said Aaron
Baart, dean of chapel at Dordt College.
Baart and his wife, Nicole (Vander Vliet,
’99), helped found One Body One Hope.

REBEKAH DYKHUIZEN ('14)

Baart, Dr. Neal De Roo (Andreas Center
fellow and philosophy professor), Dr.
Walker Reid Cosgrove (history professor),
and Rocklen Mouw (Dordt senior) sat
before a packed house in the B.J. Haan
Auditorium on December 10 and watched
their locks hit the floor.
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They organized a One Cut campaign,
getting four people to agree to shave
their heads if Dordt students could reach
the ambitious goal of $15,000 between
November 19 and December 8. Faculty
and staff were also invited to participate.
The campaign exceeded everyone’s
expectations, raising more than $18,000.
Through One Body One Hope, shipments of rice,
oil, and disinfectant were sent to communities
in Liberia where Dordt students had served.

OBOH has been a partner with Christ
Our Hope orphanage, run by Pastor
Emmanuel Bimba in Liberia since 2007.
Bimba told students of the great need in
the town of Foya, located at the heart of
the Ebola outbreak. The deadly disease
has orphaned many children there.
OBOH has already secured a facility and
is housing more than 50 children there.
They are raising additional money to help

meet the needs of these children.
Dordt students want to continue
providing for children in Liberia, and
some have begun projects to buy clothes
for the children in the orphanage. “That’s
the thing about great giving ideas, they
ignite others to come up with other great
ways to give,” said Baart.
Through the crisis and devastation, Baart
says that “Christ has been preached and
many have come to know him. In the
midst of all this death, there is hope
because of Christ’s resurrection.”
OBOH is setting up a child sponsorship
program to help provide food, shelter,
clothing, education, and medical care for
children in need. For more information
about the program, you can go to
onebodyonehope.org and hover over the
Spend Yourself link.
SARAH VANDER PLAATS ('05)
Pictured from left: Walker Cosgrove, Neal
De Roo, Rocklen Mouw, and Aaron Baart.

JORDAN EDENS ('13)

SPEAKING
FRENCH OPENS
NEW DOORS
I

n the United States, the majority of people interested in
learning a second language pursue Spanish. Most Dordt
students do the same, but they can also choose from a
variety of other languages. One class in particular, French
Conversation, always pulls students from different cultures
and countries, showcasing the unique perspectives of French
speakers hailing from countries such as Canada,
Congo, Niger, and Haiti.
Although Dordt’s French Conversation class is
always small, Professor Sanneke Kok reports
that several French-speaking students typically
show up for the class simply because they
Sanneke Kok
enjoy speaking it and want to help others learn
the language. In one session, for example, the group talked
about the fact that in the West many people have difficulty
reconciling the God of the Old Testament with the New
Testament’s focus on love. French-speaking students from
Africa offered a different perspective, likely because their
daily lives were filled with plagues, genocides, and instability.
“In fact, their perspectives were different on nearly every
aspect of life,” says Kok.
“Our international students have so much to give by way
of experience and point of view, and French Conversation
is a great way for them to share with us,” says Kok. She’s
found that international students not only open other Dordt
students to a fresh perspective on their cultures, but on North
American culture as well.
“It’s a joy for those who enjoy languages to participate in
and experience the richness of linguistic diversity here on
campus,” Kok says. The French conversation class helps
her see firsthand how international students enrich Dordt’s
community and provide opportunities for all students to open
themselves to the world.

NEWS

Sanneke Kok (Canada), Yannick Habimana (Rwanda), and Narayan
Nuñez Blandon (Nicaragua) enjoy the opportunity to speak French.

DORDT TOPS IOWA
PRIVATE COLLEGES
IN FEDERAL STEM
GRANT FUNDING
Dordt College is a great place to be if you’re a student in the
sciences looking for hands-on research opportunities. An
analysis of publicly available information from the National
Science Foundation and the National Institutes of Health
shows that Dordt College received the most federal funding of
any private college in Iowa over the past three years.
Dordt College has received $1.25 million in federal science,
technology, engineering, and mathematics grants since 2012.
“Federal grant funding is a testimony to the quality of STEM
teaching and research at Dordt College,” said Dr. Nathan
Tintle, director for research and scholarship at Dordt College.
Thanks to federal grants and gifts from college donors, 2014
marked the third straight year of increases in the number
of Dordt students involved in summer and academic-year
research projects along with their professors.
Such research experiences can help accelerate students’
careers and pave the way to future graduate training. “It puts
you in an environment where you have to work with other
students to achieve a common goal,” says junior Nathan
Hekman from Ripon, California. “It's a great way to learn about
new things and get an idea of what research is.”
Dr. Channon Visscher, professor of chemistry and planetary
sciences, oversaw student researchers as part of a grant he
received to study planetary atmospheres.
“We’re excited about the undergraduate opportunities for
cutting-edge research made possible through these awards,”
Visscher said. “They allow our students to play a meaningful
role in pushing the boundaries of scientific knowledge.”
SONYA JONGSMA KNAUSS (’97)

NSF/NIH FUNDING
2012-2014

$1,246

Shown in 1,000s of dollars

$1,033
$708

$663

$609

$600
$307

Dordt

Grinnel

Coe

Drake

$117

Briar Cliff
Luther
St. Ambrose
Wartburg

Sources: National Science Foundation and National Institutes of Health

JULIE JANSEN ('16)
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Campus Kudos
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CASE AWARD
The Development and
Public Relations/Marketing
Departments were awarded
a Gold Award from the Council
for Advancement and Support of
Education (CASE) District Six for its Science
and Technology Center Fundraising Campaign. To
contribute go to www.dordt.edu/science-building-project.

RESEARCH FEATURED
Research Dr. Nathan Tintle has done with undergraduates at
Dordt College and with faculty at Hope College was featured
at the annual American Heart Association conference. The
research relates to how home exercise can ease hopelessness
in coronary heart disease patients.

STATS EXAM
Nathan Hekman, Jordan Huisman, and Andrew Top passed
the first in a series of several challenging exams that lead
to certification as actuaries. The FM (Financial Math) exam
normally has a pass rate of between 30 and 50 percent. It is
often key to obtaining a summer internship, and almost all
students who pass one or more of the half dozen actuarial
exams will have a job offer before graduation.

FFA AWARDS
Dordt College sophomores Andrea Borup from Saranac,
Michigan, and Seth Engen from Irene, South Dakota, earned
the FFA’s American Degree. The American Degree is the
highest honor granted to a member, requiring at least six
years of dedication, volunteering, and projects. Fewer than
one-half of one percent of FFA’s 610,000 members earn this
award.

COMMUNITY SERVICE AWARD
For the third time, Dordt College has
been named to the President’s Higher
Education Community Service Honor
Roll for its commitment to serving
local, national, and international
communities. The Honor Roll
recognizes institutions that promote
community service and can show
meaningful results in their communities.
Sixty percent of Dordt students contributed 16,284 hours of
volunteer service and 10,215 hours of service-learning and
practicum work in the community.

BLOOD DRIVE
Dordt College had a record-breaking two-day blood drive
last fall. Life Serve, the organization that runs the drives, ran
out of free frozen custard for donors! First Time Donors: 38,
Registered Donors: 154, Units Collected: 152

Student board member Cora Okkema looks forward to meeting producers
and being able to network with them. Board members have reported that
the experience has been very positive.

AGRICULTURE
STUDENTS SERVE ON
AREA AG BOARDS

O

ne of the best parts of being a college in a small town is
the opportunity for students and community members
to connect and interact with one another. This is especially
true for agriculture students in an agricultural community.
Dordt College’s Agriculture Department and the Sioux County
Cattle Producers and the Sioux County Pork Producers have
established relationships that directly benefit students.
“For the past few years, both organizations
have provided a position on their respective
boards for a junior and senior agriculture student
representative,” explained agriculture professor
Duane Bajema. Student representatives were
picked by Bajema from a pool of students who
expressed interest in the opportunity.

This year’s representatives are senior Cody Williams and junior
Troy Cassel for Sioux County Cattle Producers and senior
Kyle Westra and junior Cora Okkema for Sioux County Pork
Producers. Students are invited to all meetings and activities of
their respective organizations.
“The student representative goes to meetings to talk about
current issues concerning the pork industry on a local level
and a global level,” reported Westra. Both organizations
appreciate the fresh perspective students bring to current
issues.
And students appreciate the opportunity. Okkema said, “I’m
looking forward to gaining current industry knowledge,
learning terminology, and seeing how things are done today
within swine production. I feel honored to continue building a
relationship with the pork producers of our local community.”
JULIE JANSEN (’16)
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D. Bajema

rones have been in the news
recently as people discuss their
potential for military use and even for
package delivery. Drones, officially
called unmanned aerial vehicles or
UAVs, are being used in border patrol,
in mapping the direction of storms
and wildfires, and even in precision
agriculture—which is what Dordt College
senior Kyle Miller is doing.
Miller came to Dordt seeking a major in
computer science, but “going home over
breaks made me miss the farm,” he said.
He switched to an agri-business major
and a computer science minor. “Using
drones in agriculture is a great happymedium between the two, and it has
really motivated me to keep learning.”
UAVs are piloted remotely, and Miller
controls his aircraft both before and
during the flights by plotting the drone’s
trajectory on his laptop and using a
remote control as it flies.
Strapping his two 16-megapixel Canon
Snapshot cameras to the wings of the
drone, which resembles a small airplane,
Miller is able to capture images as the
drone flies above the farm. One camera

NEWS
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FARMING FROM
ABOVE THE FIELD
captures red, green, and blue light,
and the other detects infrared thermal
imaging. Put together, the images can
give valuable information about the field
below.
“Using drones to determine crop stress
before the human eye can even tell
will maximize yield and reduce costs
on applications,” he says. The images
can help detect nutrient deficiency and
identify weeds and pests.

Dordt College has long been known for its
fiscal responsibility, financial health, and
low debt load.

Miller’s work has garnered media
attention in farming communities,
and many farmers are excited about
the technology, but he says that the
technology outpaced the law.

DORDT IS
NAMED ONE
OF MOST
EFFICIENT
COLLEGES

Laws made it illegal to use drones for
hire for other farmers, so Miller could
only fly his drone on his family farm and
use it for college research purposes on
local farms. New regulations made in
February, however, should make more
room for using drones in farming.

D

“The future of farming will be here
before we know it,” he says.

ordt College has been named
one of the most efficient colleges
in the United States, based on an
exclusive U.S. News & World Report
analysis of its 2015 best colleges
rankings. The analysis compared
academic quality and spending to find
out which colleges operated most
efficiently. To rank highly, a school had
to be excellent academically and to
spend less than peer institutions.

SARAH VANDER PLAATS (’05)

SIOUX CENTER NEW S PHOTO BY RENEE WIELENGA

Among its peers on the Midwest
Regional Colleges list, Dordt ranks
No. 3 in efficiency and No. 5 overall,
making it one of just nine colleges
and universities in the nation that is
in the top five in both categories. In
other words, students at Dordt are not
only getting a great education with
small class sizes and access to faculty,
but they benefit from the college’s
stewardly use of resources.
SONYA JONGSMA KNAUSS (’97)
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STATELY OLD ASH TREE LIVES
ON THE SCIENCE BUILDING
Science and art don’t always go together, but they do for Dr. Delmar Vander Zee.
JAMIN VER VELDE (’99)

A former Dordt biology professor, Vander
Zee has taken up woodworking and
ceramics in his retirement and is enjoying
the way they intersect with biology.
“As soon as I learned the final building
plans for the science building expansion,
I knew the large ash tree southwest of
the old building would have to go,” said
Vander Zee.
He saw two opportunities: create a table
out of the tree as a “kind of wooden
artifact to help remember what was
growing there before the building”
and create slabs that could function
as “teaching tools.” Vander Zee has
completed two large cross-sections that
illustrate “a lot of tree biology history.” A
location to exhibit these displays has yet
to be determined.
The large slab table titled “The Log” is
also completed and on display on the
second floor of the science building.
“It’s quite eye-catching. Anybody who
hasn’t been up here before walks over to
look at it,” said Professor Robert De Haan,
who has a clear view of the table from his
office.
Members of the biology, engineering,
and maintenance departments helped
arrange for the cutting and transporting
of the ash log to a saw mill.
“Sixteen months later, a pallet of cut
and kiln-dried slabs stood in the parking
lot by the maintenance building,” said
Vander Zee. “I had in my mind all along
to make a large table, but I had to wait to
see what the cut log yielded.”
After he saw the raw materials, Vander
Zee quickly developed the final design for
the table. The table has one “live edge,”
which means that its edge is shaped by the
tree’s outer edge rather than being milled
or squared. Vander Zee butted two large
slabs together so they appeared to be
mirror images of each other. The tabletop

The ash tree planted when the original science
building was built was photographed one last
time at the ground breaking for the new Science
and Technology Center in the spring of 2013.

is supported by two large, angled legs,
which also display a live edge.
“My knowledge of biology probably helps
me appreciate what is happening with
trees and wood from trees,” said Vander
Zee.
“It is remarkable how it draws people
in—it has a stoic warmth about it,” said
Professor Channon Visscher. “I see
individuals and groups walking up to it
every day to take a closer look and to
run their fingers across the surface. I
can’t avoid being reminded
of Shel Silverstein’s The
Giving Tree.”
Although Vander
Zee has done
woodworking for
most of his life, he
became seriously
involved in the
art as he acquired
better tools. He
has created
many
pieces
since his
retirement
in 2009.
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“The inspiration starts with a basic idea
of crafting something—sometimes that
means copying another wooden artifact;
sometimes the idea flows from seeing
a need; sometimes an idea comes from
looking at a particular pattern in the
wood grain,” said Vander Zee.
As a project takes shape, he modifies
the design based on the color, grain, or
inherent shape of the wood. “Some of
this is gut feeling, some is experience,”
said Vander Zee.
Vander Zee hopes these recent
woodworking projects evoke questions
“about trees, about making things that
last, about designing with nature, about
using local resources, about Dordt’s
history.” Installed late last fall, the ash
table has drawn attention from members
of the Dordt community.
“I think the table enables the college to
have a unique piece of furniture that ties
into the land and the campus,” said De
Haan. “It obviously has aesthetic benefits.
It also connects to previous faculty
members. Professor Vander Zee taught
biology, but he obviously has an eye for
art, and he enjoys woodworking.”
“It helps us remember that all things
used in our daily lives were ultimately
drawn from the resources of the earth;
so I think it will continue to serve as a
powerful reminder of our responsibility
as caretakers of creation,” said Visscher.
LYDIA MARCUS (’18)

A

lmost every Sunday, Marge and
Howard Beernink invite Dordt
students to their home for dinner.
“When the students come in the door,
they get a hug,” says Marge.
“And when they leave they get
a hug. They’re a wonderful
group of students.”
For the past six years, Marge
and Howard have opened their
home to groups of six to 10
students. Most are Canadians
hailing from Ontario or British
Columbia, children of parents
the Beerninks knew when
those parents were Dordt students.
Most weeks Marge and Howard have no
idea exactly how many students will visit.
This amazes their friends and family:
how can Marge, who does most of the
cooking, know how much food to make?
“If we run out of food, I guess we’ll get
out the peanut butter and jelly,” she says.
Marge loves having Dordt students over.
“It’s important for them to have a great
college experience, and we want to do all
we can for them during these years.”

JORDAN EDENS ('13)

Every week they have devotions with
dinner and then pass around a stack of
cards, each with a Bible verse written on

it. One person reads from the cards and
has to guess where the verse is found.
“I love playing the memory verse game,”
says Danielle Brouwer from Escondido,
California. “I also love
devotions with a couple with
so much life knowledge.”
“You hear some fun stories at
dinner,” chuckles Marge. “They
do feel at home at our house,
and I’m happy about that.”
“The most memorable thing
is the food,” says freshman
Nathan Struyk from Terrace,
British Columbia. “It is different every
time and probably some of the best
meals I have ever had.” Marge says that
she often makes a point to make their
favorite foods.
“We watch golf, football, hockey, eat
a lot of very good—healthy—food, and
have great conversation,” says Stephan
McNamara, a senior from Chatham,
Ontario.
“Howard is always good to talk to,” adds
senior Ryan Couperus from Grimsby,
Ontario. “He has so much knowledge and
experience. He cares about everything
we do and will always give us a good
solution to problems that we have.”

“Twenty-five years ago, a student from Dordt
started babysitting for our son who has
Downs Syndrome,” explains Howard Beernink.
Heidi Siebring, who the Beerninks referred
to as their “Dordt daughter,” was their son’s
babysitter until she graduated. After Heidi
graduated, her sisters helped care for the
Beerninks’ son.

NEWS

A HOME AWAY
FROM HOME

HOW IT STARTED

“Now, these women are mothers, and their
kids are at Dordt,” says Howard. “These kids
have roommates, and they take their friends
along to Sunday dinner.” For the Beerninks,
it’s been a great way to extend relationships
down a generation and also to begin new
ones with a group of “wonderful students.”

The Beerninks’ hospitality doesn’t end
on Sunday. Marge and Howard celebrate
the students’ birthdays and go to their
hockey games or track meets. They even
hold graduation parties for seniors and
get-togethers for their families.
And, since most of the students are
far from home, the Beerninks offer
to store the students’ college stuff in
their basement. “That room is full of
hockey pucks and sticks and coats in the
summer,” says Marge.
“Marge has a tendency to buy things for
us,” says Couperus. “We usually watch
what we say to her about things we need
because she’ll have it bought and ready
for us the next Sunday.”
The students genuinely value the
Beerninks’ hospitality.
“Being away from home and the family
for so long is hard sometimes,” says
Jordyn Visscher, a sophomore from Ariss,
Ontario. “I can eat in the Commons,
but Sunday dinner at the Beerninks is a
place to call home and enjoy some good
quality time with others. I don’t know if
they realize how thankful we are for all
they do and provide. It’s an incredible
blessing, and I always feel like a ‘thank
you’ after leaving is not enough.”
SARAH (GRONECK) MOSS (’10)

Although the dinner group varies from week
to week, these are some of the students who
count themselves "Beernink kids."
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CROSS COUNTRY WOMEN
EARN 3RD TOP-10 FINISH

A sixth-place finish at the 2013 NAIA Women’s Cross Country National Championship
made the Defender women’s cross country team a national favorite for the 2014 season.
PHOTO SUBMITTED

The Defenders spent the season rated in
the top-four in the NAIA coaches’ poll.
“The team did a great job of not focusing
on expectations or the high national
ranking every week. We talked about
taking care of the small things every
day. The women did a great job of
encouraging each other and holding each
other accountable,” said Dordt College
Cross Country Coach Greg Van Dyke.
The national championship meet
was held near Lawrence, Kansas, on
November 22. Four of the seven Dordt
runners had competed at the national
meet the year before, and all seven ran
at the NAIA Preview Meet, which Dordt
won in October at the same course. They
ended the season with a fifth place finish.
“We were boxed in after the first 300
meters and had to work hard at passing
people the rest of the race,” said Van
Dyke. “We were a little disappointed to
miss a fourth place finish by one point,
but each runner gave everything she
had during the race. A fifth place finish
at nationals is a great accomplishment,
and it was great to see how the team
came together and supported one
another. One of our cross country
alumni at the meet said, ‘I wonder
if perhaps your team more
visibly embodied Christ today
when celebration was mixed
with disappointment than on
days where everything turns
out perfectly.’”
In cross country, a team’s score
is the sum of the places of its
top five runners. Kayla Byl led the
team, placing 24th, and earned
NAIA All-American honors, as well
as being named an NAIA Daktronics
Scholar-Athlete. Lauren Opp and
Abby De Vries took places 35 and
54, and Lillie Koerner was 63. Nicole

Even with three strong Dordt runners graduating, Coach Greg Van Dyke believes that the Dordt
women's cross country team is in "good hands moving forward."

Slater completed the scoring with 76.
She, Erika Douma, and Justine Van Zee
were running in their first NAIA National
Championship. Opp, De Vries, and
Koerner completed their Dordt College
cross country careers at
the race.

“Finishing in the Top 10 at the national
meet three years in a row is a testament

“I don’t know if our team ever
fully peaked this season. We ran
consistently at every race.”

The Defenders began the
season with a night race
in Sioux Falls, finishing
third in a field that
included several NCAA
— Coach Greg Van Dyke
Division I and Division
II programs. They
to character,” says Van Dyke. “This year’s
ran well all season against various
squad was probably the most talented
levels of competition. Three first
team we’ve ever had at Dordt. They were
place finishes in a row, capped
a joy to coach. The underclass runners
by the Great Plains Athletic
learned a lot from the seniors.”
Conference Championship
sent the Defenders to the
Most team members were quickly back
NAIA National Championships.
in training for the spring track and field
season and thinking about the 2015 cross
“We had a great mix of
country season.
experienced and young runners,”
said Van Dyke.
“We had an awesome group of runners.
It is a real blessing to call them my
“It’s been fun seeing the seniors
teammates. Our practices are filled with
progress over their four years and
hard work and laughter. I would not trade
take the Dordt cross country program
my team for anything!” says Byl.
to the next level,” says Van Dyke. The
women narrowly missed nationals
their first year and progressed to
MIKE BYKER ('92)
Lillie Koerner
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ninth-, sixth-, and fifth- place national
finishes.

MAKING THE OLD NEW
“I seek for my students a musical
knowledge that is experiential and
not just cerebral,” MacInnis says.
While studying the music of medieval
Christianity last semester, they learned
to read Gregorian chant notation and
traveled to the Cathedral of the Epiphany
in Sioux City to sing the chants for the
early morning Latin Mass. Gregorian
chant is foundational to Western music—
even in its contemporary forms.
“Learning music history is not just about
notes and manuscripts,” MacInnis says.
It helps students learn about cultures. It
also helps them understand the physical
concerns of music making. Writing for an
oboe is different from writing for piano
because of what the instrument can do.
To understand how physical constraints
affect music making, MacInnis and
his students visit the world-renowned
National Music Museum in Vermillion,
South Dakota. The NMM’s collections of
more than 15,000 American, European,
and non-Western instruments are the
most inclusive in the world, making
the NMM the premier institution of its
kind. Included are many of the earliest,
best preserved, and historically most
important musical instruments known to
survive.
“We saw firsthand the development
of keyboard instruments from the

Renaissance through the time of Bach’s
sons and fine examples of violin-making
from the time of Stradivarius and his
predecessors,” says MacInnis.
“I want to recover the contexts and the
spirit in which music has been cultivated
so that students can be skilled and
insightful servants with their art,” he
adds.

“Music History was a challenging course
that mixed the theory and application
of music through the ages,” says junior
Nathan Walter. “We had the opportunity
to see, watch, or listen to examples of
what we learned. The examples helped
to make the history more 'real.' I stood
a foot away from the oldest cello in
existence! It was a fantastic learning
experience.”

To do this, students delve deeply into a
topic, issue, or person.

“Student responses affirmed the
importance of music in their lives and the

NEWS

Dr. John MacInnis’s course, “Survey of Music History: Antiquity through 1750,” focuses on
music of that time, but his students do more than just read about and listen to “old” music.

“Being able to talk
about music, clearly
and meaningfully, is
as vital as the ability
to play or sing it,” he
says. Students work on
semester-long research
projects relevant
to their interests,
exploring such topics
as techniques used by
—Music Professor John MacInnis
Baroque composers for
morally shaping their
listeners to Martin
lives of those they will someday
Luther’s first attempt at a German—
serve as music educators
not Latin—mass. They also sing
and church musicians,” says
or play the music. Each of them
MacInnis. He noted that as
introduces and performs a piece
artists
working effectively
of music from before 1750.
toward Christ-centered renewal,
they need skills to engage a
wide variety of music; they
need to be able to make
the case for musical art
in an age increasingly
content without art;
and they need to
develop a vision of
what music can and
should be in the
kingdom of Christ.

“I want to recover the contexts
and the spirit in which music has
been cultivated by humans so that
my students can be skilled and
insightful servants with their art.”

“I’m eager to teach it
again,” says MacInnis.
SALLY JONGSMA

DOUG BURG
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Forensics at Dordt College
is making a place for itself.

PHOTO SUBMITTED

NEWS

NEW SCHOLARSHIPS FOR
FORENSICS MEMBERS
The team has become so successful that
next year’s students will be able to apply
for one of a handful of new scholarships
available to those who participate.
“These scholarships will be awarded
to incoming students based on
demonstrated skills, although high
school competitive speech or debate
experience is not required,” says Criminal
Justice Professor Donald Roth, the team’s
advisor. Current students will also be
eligible to apply.
Forensics has given students the
opportunity to participate in debate
tournaments all over the United States,
including locations such as California,
Minnesota, and Colorado. Forensics is
flourishing under the direction of Roth,
and the students involved are finding it a
rewarding way to spend their time.
The eight-person team runs practice
debates twice a week to prepare for the
five multi-day tournaments in which they
participate throughout the year and for
the season-long series of five half-day
tournaments.
“A big part of practice is simply to get us
to think on our feet,” says junior Justin
Vos. Team members need ready access
to information to draw on in each round
of the next competition. So, they keep
up with and discuss current events and
topics in the news that they hope will
help them make their case.
Most debate tournaments consist of three
rounds. In each round, six speeches are
given by members of the government—
the team supporting the initial resolution
and the opposition team. Each team is
made up of a leader and supporter. The
leaders give their side’s opening and
closing speeches, while the supporters
respond to the other leader’s opening
speech. Judges determine team and
individual scores, and the team with the
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Forensics team members end up spending a good deal of time together, on campus and off, as they
practice for and travel to 10 tournaments each year.

higher score advances to the next round.
A team winner is determined after all
rounds are completed.
Roth attributes the team’s success to the
quality of Dordt’s students. “We have
a great group of students from diverse

AWARDS
Individuals can earn awards even if
the team does not advance to the
next round. In November, Dordt
Forensics members earned several
awards at the 18th Parliamentary
League of the Upper Midwest (PLUM)
tournament. Senior Adam Vander
Stoep and sophomore Courtney
De Wolde placed into the Bronze
(semifinal) Round, and junior Justin
Vos and freshman Sam Fessler won in
the Gold (final) Round. Vander Stoep
received second best speaker of the
tournament award, and Vos was
awarded third best.

majors and class levels, so it’s certainly
not just the strength of any one program.
Debate is a competitive event that
requires a certain amount of raw oral
advocacy and analytical skill to succeed.
That’s something many of our students
have plenty of and something they are
continuing to develop. I’m often blown
away by how much they’ve improved
since the last time I saw them compete,”
said Roth.
Roth expects the scholarships being
offered next year will make the team
even stronger.
“We have a great group of students on
the team, and it is fun to get to know
them better and see them compete at
events,” said Roth.
Students give credit to Roth, as well.
“The reason debate has been both worth
my time as a student and something I
enjoy doing is because of Professor Roth.
As a parliamentary debate coach, he
knows his stuff,” says junior Chris Slice.
JULIE JANSEN (’16)

LANCE WUNDERINK (’16)

JUSTICE MATTERS
CLUB SPONSORS
CHARITY NIGHT
O

ne Saturday in November, Dordt
College students gathered for
a benefit concert at the 55th Avenue
Coffee Shop on the first floor of the
Kuyper Apartments. Sponsored by the
Justice Matters Club, the goal of the
event was to raise money for charity.
Five student performers or groups
volunteered to perform, and the
audience voted for its favorite group
by donating funds to each musical
group’s favorite charity. The group
with the most money at the end of the
night won the competition, and all the
funds benefited the winning charity.
Senior Vocalist Kayla Vander Stelt from
Nampa, Idaho, earned the evening’s
contributions for her charity of choice,
Love INC, an organization with 133
affiliates in 29 states that helps
churches from all denominations come
together to meet the complex set of
needs brought about by poverty.
The Justice Matters Club hopes
to develop the event as a yearly
fundraiser for charities. Besides the
November event, the Justice Matters

Club is active in many other ways on
campus. Last fall, the club organized a
post-it note conversation to promote
campus dialogue about a variety of
matters. On a large wall in the campus
center, students used post-it notes to
comment on a variety of topics, from
religious issues to items related to
campus life.
“The club’s purpose is to raise
awareness, promote advocacy, and
provide opportunities for everyone at
Dordt in issues pertaining to justice,
both social and creational,” says senior
Ben De Vries.
ELIZABETH RILEY (’15)

Dr. Neal De Roo
presented, with
Adam Schultz (’11),
“An Augustinian
approach to Holistic
Christian Pedagogy”
at the Teaching
Augustine across the Curriculum
conference at Samford University.
De Roo gave “Phenomenology,
the Spirits of the Age, and the
(religious) task of Philosophy,” at
the annual meeting of the Society
of Phenomenology and the Human
Sciences.

NEWS

Kayla Vander Stelt's performance at last fall's benefit concert helped earn support for her
chosen charity, Love INC.

Faculty Bits

Professor Valorie Zonnefeld
presented at the 2014 ICTM-ISTS
Math Science Conference: “Rich
Problem Solving Tasks” and, with
Dr. Ryan Zonnefeld, “Critical
Thinking and High-Level Discourse:
Teaching, Learning, and Professional
Development in a 1:1 Environment.”
Dr. Darren Stoub spent last
summer doing research at Rush
University School of Medicine,
giving two lectures for the Internal
Medicine Seminar on his research
on x-ray crystallography and cell
communication involving the Mac-1
integrin protein.
Dr. Josh Matthews’
“Walt Whitman’s
Vision of the
Inferno, or Dante
in Drum-Taps”
appeared in the Walt
Whitman Quarterly
Review 32.
Professor Erin Olson presented
“Faith in the Classroom: Teaching
Adolescent Faith Development in a
HBSE (Human Behavior in the Social
Environment) Course” at the North
American Association of Christians
in Social Work conference in
Annapolis, Maryland. Professor Abby
Foreman’s presentation was titled
“Safety net or patchwork quilt?
Contract-for-services social welfare.”
Professor Mark Volkers presented
“How Do You Get Al Jazeera
Worldwide to Purchase your
Christian Film for Middle East
Broadcast? (Or, Can Christians
Make Films the Secular World Will
Watch?)” at the Baylor University
Faith and Film Symposium.

LANCE WUNDERINK (’16)
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Dr. Ben Lappenga
presented “‘Speak,
Hannah, and Do
Not be Silent’:
Speech and Action
in Pseudo-Philo’s
Presentation of
Hannah’s Prayer” at the meeting of
the Society of Biblical Literature.

DORDT COLLEGE ARCHIVES

FEATURES

Faculty Bits

Dr. Joel Sikkema was co-author
of the 2014 book, Photocatalytic
Pavements. He also contributed a
chapter to Climate Change, Energy,
Sustainability and Pavements.
Dr. Tom Clark’s paper, “A mixed
variational formulation for the
wellposedness and numerical
approximation of a PDE model
arising in a 3-D fluid-structure
interaction,” appeared in the
December Evolution Equations and
Control Theory.
Dr. Justin Vander Werff presented
“Seismic Performance of Precast
Girder-to-Cap Beam Connections
Designed for Accelerated Bridge
Construction” at the National
Accelerated Bridge Construction
Conference in Miami, Florida.
Dr. Mary Dengler
presented “Frances
Burney’s ‘Evelina’: A
Critique of the Ancien
Regime of Pre-Reform
England and a Plea
for its Moral Reform”
at the Christianity and Literature
Conference at John Brown University.
Professors Bill Elgersma and Luke
Hawley led a round table titled
“What teacher writers talk about
when they talk about writing” at the
2014 National Council of Teachers
of English conference.
Dr. Jeff Ploegstra received a Better
Futures for Iowans Grant—Genomics
Center to support sequence-based
identification of Round-up resistant
microbes in Northwest Iowa soils.
His “Creation, Love, and Virtue”
appeared in the December Christian
Educators Journal.
Dr. Calvin Jongsma’s review of the
2014 book “If A, then B: How the
World Discovered Logic” appears in
MAA Reviews Online.
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First-year student Ben Kuiper, third from right, had a role in the fall's production of "It's a Wonderful
Life," following in his grandfather and father's footsteps.

KUIPER THESPIANS
NOW SPAN THREE
GENERATIONS
The Kuiper family has participated in Dordt theatre
since the early years of the program.
Rev. Aldon Kuiper (’67) began the
tradition in 1965 when he played
Lorenzo in Shakespeare’s “The Merchant
of Venice.” His son, Bruce (’90), followed
his lead by participating in a show each
of the four years he spent at Dordt.
Bruce’s son, Ben, now a freshman at
Dordt hopes to participate in as many
shows as possible in the next four years.

were members of a small church, but
we had a good group of young people
that had a lot of fun doing little skits for
church events, and we even managed to
put on a few plays,” said Aldon.

Though each generation of Kuiper
thespians has pursued different
occupational interests, all agree that the
skills cultivated through theatre have
benefited their education and their work
outside of theatre.

As a sophomore, Aldon was cast as
Lorenzo in Dordt’s first Shakespeare
production, the “Merchant of Venice.”
“Being in the cast of a stage production
helped me develop a sense of selfconfidence,” said Aldon. “I am by nature
somewhat of an introvert.”

Aldon, who pastors a church in Rock
Valley, Iowa, believes his participation
in theatre at Dordt played a role in his
decision to go into ministry.
Aldon’s interest in theatre began while
he was in high school. “As a family, we

Because he enjoyed these events, he
wanted to experience theatre at a deeper
level in college.

“I don’t know if I would have been in fulltime ministry if I had not participated in
theatre,” said Aldon. Theatre gave him
the opportunity to practice working in
the “public eye.” Both actors and pastors
exist in a rather vulnerable position—

“To work in the public eye, you have to
trust and rely on the provision of the Holy
Spirt,” said Aldon. You must recognize
that “it is not really you, as such; rather, it
is the Spirit working through you.”
Bruce, who teaches communication at
Dordt, finds many similarities between
theatre and communication. “In
communication, we talk about three
pillars of effective communication,” he
said. “A communicator must speak clearly,
logically, and truthfully. Acting helps
refine all three of these skills. A good
actor must be a good communicator.”
Bruce was initially interested in working
in radio, but his involvement with
theatre expanded his understanding
of communication and its uses. Even
though Bruce has not acted recently, he
continues to use theatre in his teaching
because he believes it exposes students
to ideas in an engaging way. For example,
Bruce has his communication students
view a theatre production about the Los
Angeles riots of 1992.

DORDT COLLEGE ARCHIVES

“It is a good tool to facilitate a discussion
of culture and race,” said Bruce. “The
actors are highly invested in their
character, and they try to understand
the character’s perspective. Such
demonstrations are highly beneficial for
learning.”

FEATURES
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their actions are very public.

“The Crucible” was one of four plays in which Bruce Kuiper, far left, participated.
Theatre opens up the world: “It allows
you to get excited about ideas,” said
Bruce.
Ben already sees the impact theatre
has on his education. ‘It helps give you
a stage presence, which carries over for
speeches or interviews,” he said, adding,
“It also helps with memorization and
diction.”

“When I started theatre in seventh grade,
I just thought it would be fun,” said Ben.
Ben appreciates the atmosphere in
Dordt’s theatre program. “I’ve only been
in a senior-directed play, but I feel like we
work as a group to put on the show,” said
Ben. “The director is part of the group, he
isn’t just the drill sergeant. The student

“A communicator must speak clearly,
logically, and truthfully. Acting helps
refine all three of these skills.”

Ben notes that
theatre allows a
person to “step
into a different
character.” It
encourages the
—Bruce Kuiper
exploration
of different
perspectives
on a variety of topics, helping the actor
cultivate empathy.

Bruce never saw his father in a play, but
he did see photos and hear stories of his
father’s theatre experience. “It was fun to
think, ‘this is where Dad acted, too,’” said
Bruce.
“Ben knows the family history in theatre
very well,” said Bruce. His wife, Nicki
(Alons, ’90), also participated in theatre
throughout college. He believes that
history played a role in Ben’s decision to
get involved with theatre at Dordt.
Yes, agrees Ben, but he also just loves
theatre.
Aldon Kuiper began the family tradition with
his role as Lorenzo in “The Merchant of Venice,”
Dordt’s first Shakespeare production.

design team is fantastic. The costumes
and the set are all done by students.”
Student-run productions like the one Ben
participated in last fall may actually have
had their origin in the Thalian Nights that
Aldon participated in at Dordt.
“In February of 1965, we had the first
Thalians activity night. Students directed
and presented a variety of performances,”
he recalls.
Aldon is thankful for the role theatre has
played in his life, his son’s life, and his
grandson’s life. He wonders if any other
family has had the opportunity to have
three generations participate in theatre
at Dordt.
LYDIA MARCUS (’18)

15

Professors Ryan and Valorie Zonnefeld are in different departments at Dordt, but they
share experience and interest in teaching mathematics. They even teach together.
Ryan, an education professor who has
taught mathematics in middle school,
and Val, a mathematics professor who
teaches math education courses, recently
finished co-teaching Education 332,
Methods for Teaching Mathematics. Both
are as excited about the experience the
second time as they were the first. Their
students seem to share their enthusiasm.

LANCE WUNDERINK (’16)

FEATURES

MATHEMATICS EDUCATION
IN THE 21ST CENTURY

“I went into the class expecting that I
wouldn’t like it because I never liked
math classes, but by the end of the
semester it was one of my favorite
classes,” says Faith Bierma, a junior
elementary education major.
Co-teaching the course was the result of
a handful of needs and opportunities.
“I’d been wanting to move away from
a static (and expensive) textbook to
something that better captured the
dynamic nature of teaching and also
gave students better access to up-todate educational research,” says Ryan.
The opportunity presented itself last
year when Val was required to do an
internship for her doctoral work. She
proposed that they brainstorm and
collaborate to help achieve Ryan’s goals
for the math methods course.
One objective for the
Zonnefelds was to model coteaching strategies to future
mathematics teachers.

About teaching in the TRC: The physical environment means that students can’t help but collaborate
and talk together as they learn.

Co-teaching creates a dynamic learning
environment, the Zonnefelds say. While
one of them is talking, the other is able
to keep in mind the big picture of what
they want to accomplish in a period,
sometimes inserting comments and
information, sometimes picking up where

“Seeing that kind of interaction brings
students out of their shells, and they

“As Common Core standards become more widely
adopted, beginning teachers need to understand not
only what those standards are, but also how they affect
how students move from kindergarten to college.”

“As needs of students become
more diverse, co-teaching
is emerging as a trend in
—Education Professor Ryan Zonnefeld
education,” says Val. Some
schools are using more
paraprofessionals; some are putting
the other leaves off, always monitoring
two teachers in classrooms. And Dordt’s
student feedback and responses.
Professional Development School model
They’re comfortable teaching together,
of training teachers is demonstrating
each counting the other as his or her
that co-teaching is a good way to prepare
“best supporter and best critiquer.”
teachers and a good way to meet the
They draw on their own mathematics
varied needs of today’s students.
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teaching experiences to build on each
other’s comments and ideas. They also
push back on each other, sometimes
questioning a comment or offering a
different perspective.

become more engaged with the topics,”
says Val. Both say that it seems to give
students license to ask questions in a way
they might not do with one instructor
and encourages them to interact as
collaborative and engaged professionals
in training.

“The high level of discourse has been
incredible,” says Ryan. He cites an
example of presenting an app that he
thought was a good one for students to
consider using in their future teaching.
“The students liked it but they also noted
things they thought could be done better.
They were applying critical thinking skills
in a very concrete way,” says Ryan. It’s
what they hope all professional teachers
develop: the ability and commitment to
always look for better approaches and
ideas, to analyze their strengths and
weaknesses, and to find ways to make
teaching more effective.
The Zonnefelds suggest a variety of
strategies to help students develop such
habits. They require their students to set
up their own Personal Learning Network,
using Twitter to share and learn teaching
strategies. They encourage them to find
expert teachers to “follow,” reading
the thoughts and ideas of seasoned
professionals and posting their own. They
create assignments that require access to
current data—maybe statistics on Ebola—
so that students become engaged with
their world. They encourage “plussing,”
where a teacher consciously asks “I
wonder if” questions to help students
develop deeper understanding as they
learn. They require student membership
in the National Council of Teachers of
Mathematics, giving them access to
professional journals and research. They

iPADs
The course
makes daily use of
iPads. Prior to coteaching the course
the first time, the
Zonnefelds applied for
and received a grant
that made 30 iPads
available for student use in the hightech Teaching Resource Center in
Dordt’s John and Louise Hulst Library.
In collaboration with the library staff,
these iPads were loaded with apps
that would introduce students to a
range of available resources that they
could consider using in their teaching
and lesson planning. The apps range
from one that allows students to
explore measurement to games that
teach concepts related to numbers,
geometry, logic, mathematical terms,
and more.

talk about the implications of a Christian
understanding of mathematics: helping
students think about the “creational
good” of such things as probability and
how mathematics can help people better
understand God’s handiwork in his world.
“We talked often about the challenges
of incorporating Christian perspective
in math teaching and how God’s
faithfulness and the orderliness of the
world can be seen through math. We
also talked a lot about creating a caring
environment in the classroom so that
students would feel comfortable around
each other and not feel anxious about
their abilities in math,” says Bierma.
One of the Zonnefelds’ goals is to help

students begin to think as professional
teachers. “We don’t want them to be
defensive about their ideas, but to learn
from each other,” says Ryan.
Another goal is to help students think
about how Common Core standards will
shape their teaching and how increased
use of technology affects the classroom.

FEATURES

“The energy brought to the classroom
was a pleasant surprise and the way
they fed off the other’s instructional
tendencies was unique,” says senior Trey
Hugen.

“As Common Core standards become
more widely adopted, beginning teachers
need to understand not only what those
standards are, but also how they affect
how students move from kindergarten
to college,” says Ryan, “Some of our
graduates will enter classrooms where
they will be expected to teach in
classrooms with 1:1 technology. They
need to think about the implications of
this before they get to the classroom.”
Students in the Zonnefelds’ class have
had many opportunities to put what
they learned to work. They review
different mathematics curriculums
to begin to understand how different
approaches affect how teachers teach
and students learn. They compose letters
to parents telling them what they are
teaching and why. They even took over
the kindergarten through fourth grade
classes at Rock Valley Christian for an
hour one day, teaching students in small
groups.
“They couldn’t believe how much they
learned, and, as a result, their confidence
skyrocketed,” says Ryan.
Student evaluations seem to confirm
that the class was a dynamic learning
environment and that students really did
begin to develop professional habits and
ways of thinking.

LANCE WUNDERINK (’16)

“At the beginning, I wondered why I was
in here, since I was not really into math,”
wrote one student. “But through this
course I found out that math is fun and
saw how much it relates to our lives.”
One student, already thinking like a
teacher, suggested that one assignment
could be to create a resource file on a
particular topic to which they could all
contribute—and all benefit from as they
moved into their own classrooms.
Using games to teach: “Some things students need to know automatically, but that doesn’t mean that
drilling them is the best way to get there,” says Professor Valorie Zonnefeld.

SALLY JONGSMA
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Faculty Bits
Dr. Bradley Miedema was named
guest conductor for the 2014
Northwest Iowa Band Festival which
showcases top district high school
students. Music adjunct instructor
Chuck Dibley was given the Karl
King Distinguished Service Award.
Dr. Nathan Tintle helped author
“Prolonged fatigue in Ukraine and
the United States: Prevalence and
risk factors” in Fatigue Biomedicine,
Health and Behavior and “A genome
wide association study of fourteen
red blood cell fatty acids in the
Framingham Heart Study” in
Prostoglandins, Leukotrienes and
Essential Fatty Acids.
Dr. Leah Zuidema
was co-author of
“Teachers as Writers:
Then, Now, and
Next” published
in Research in the
Teaching of English,
and she gave a presentation related
to the article at the National Council
of Teachers of English annual
convention. Zuidema also received
the CEE National Technology
Leadership Initiative award for a
blogging session she helped lead
at the convention. The professional
blog she edits can be found at
writerswhocare.wordpress.com.
English Professor
Luke Hawley’s short
story anthology,
Northwoods Hymnal,
was awarded the
Nebraska Book
Award.
Dr. Paul Fessler’s “August
Schell” appeared in Immigrant
Entrepreneurship: German-American
Business Biographies, 1720 to the
Present, vol. 2. Fessler presented
“Dordt College, Vision, and The
Dying of the Light: A Re-evaluation
after Two Decades,” at the
Conference of Faith and History’s
Revisiting the Historiography of
Faith Based Colleges conference at
Pepperdine University in September.
For more information go to www.
dordt.edu/academics/research_
scholarship. Many of the publications
are at digitalcollections.dordt.edu.
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Monthly Math Circle meetings give local teachers an opportunity to share a meal and do one of the
things that drew them to mathematics teaching—working interesting problems.

MATH TEACHER'S
CIRCLE COMES TO
SIOUX CENTER
I

n his first year as an assistant
professor of mathematics at Dordt
College, Dr. Tom Clark is contributing
to the community through a Math
Teachers’ Circle. Clark participated
in such a circle in Lincoln, Nebraska,
while pursuing his Ph.D., and shortly
after he began teaching at Dordt, he
decided to organize
one here. The national
organization’s goal is
to build “mathematical
communities of
K-12 Teachers and
Tom Clark
Mathematicians.” That
mission is already being
achieved in the local community as a
result of Clarks’ efforts.
Clark describes a typical monthly
meeting as “a gathering of teachers who
want to do math for the sake of doing
math.” At each session, Clark presents
a series of problems to the area math
teachers, math education students, and
Dordt professors. Together, they share
a meal and work through progressively
deeper questions.
While educational conversations are not
planned, Clark says they are “always a
result of the gathering.” Teachers discuss
how they can use problems from the
Circle in their own classrooms. The
problems generally encourage some
level of tactile understanding, helping
provide ideas for engaging students as

they learn. Clark hopes that these Circle
meetings can encourage math teachers
both to expand their curriculum and
to connect the problems to current
teaching standards. Based on his earlier
experience, he expects that those
who participate will also deepen their
mathematical knowledge and grow in
confidence as teachers.
Dordt students enjoy being able to
attend the meetings with local math
teachers. Aaron Van Beek, a first-year
mathematics and secondary education
student, says, “As a future math teacher,
it sounded like a good opportunity for
me to meet with math teachers and
hear what they have been doing in their
classroom.” He hopes to attend often,
saying, “I not only get free pizza, but I
can talk with people in the field I want
to get into.”
Clark is working to develop the Circle
in Sioux Center into a recognized Math
Teachers’ Circle in the coming year. As
the number of attendees grows, he also
hopes to share responsibility for leading
the sessions. Although a Dordt grant is
funding the Circle this year, Clark hopes
to receive national funding and possibly
attend the national conference with
members of the group as the program
develops.
ELIZABETH RILEY (’15)

A FACULTY REFLECTION

Seek justice, encourage the oppressed
Growing up, the day after Thanksgiving
was not spent scouting for sales; it
was a day my cousins and I helped my
grandma sort the food collected during
the Thanksgiving food drive. We built
precarious towers of soup cans and
Jell-O boxes as we helped
organize the food pantry.
The food—given by
good, compassionate
Christian folks—went
to feed hungry people.
This experience and
others opened my eyes
to the needs of God’s
people nearby and around the world, and
it exposed me to one way we attempt
to meet needs of “the least of these” as
identified in the often-quoted Matthew
25. God’s Word is full of commands to
love one another and to care for what
Nicolas Wolterstorff calls the “quartet of
the downtrodden”: the widows, orphans,
aliens, and the poor. Many of us can be
convicted to be compassionate in these
ways: to give food, money, clothing, and
even time. We are doing what God calls
us to. But is this all that God is calling us
to in our response to the vulnerable?
In the Old Testament, God gives
commands about how to live in
community with one another. These
are not commands to be acted upon
haphazardly when we feel convicted
or passionate, but rather a plan for a
just and merciful community where all
may flourish. The Israelite community
understood that care and protection must
be given to those on the margins of their
society. Old Testament commands give us
insights into equality of opportunity (the
year of Jubilee) and opportunities for the
poor to provide for themselves (gleaning).
Both justice and mercy (or charity in this
case) are biblical concepts.
Part of our walk with the Lord is our
dedication to “stop doing wrong and learn

to do what is right,” which Isaiah adds is
to “Seek justice, encourage the oppressed.
Defend the cause of the fatherless, plead
the case of the widow” (Isaiah 1:17). This
involves recognizing that we live in a
world of complex levels of organizational,
societal, and political relationships that
have developed over time. In Reformed
circles we talk of this as creational
development, and we recognize that
these developments can include elements
of both justice and injustice—wholeness
and brokenness. We live in a world
where signs of God’s reconciliation and
redemption coexist alongside signs of
brokenness and evil.
These issues can be difficult because of
the partisan
politics that
often make
discussions
about
structural
change
divisive.
We are
tempted to yearn for the Garden of Eden,
a simple garden, where all relationships
flourished and man and woman cheerfully
took care of the creation. But as Nathan
Bierma notes in his book Bringing Heaven
Down to Earth, the book of Revelation
speaks not of a return to the garden
but of the New Jerusalem—a city. Cities
are places of complex and interwoven
organizational, economic, political, and
social relationships. Thinking about
relationships in community primarily
as interpersonal relationships, does
not allow us to fully grasp the extent
to which we can make a difference for
those in need. We should advocate for
changes in law or policy that benefit the
poor like the Earned Income Tax Credit,
run businesses that provide adequate
salaries and benefits for workers, bring
children into our families through
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Soundings
adoption and foster care. We do commit
to helping strategically and according
to our gifts as a volunteer web designer
or bookkeeper for a local nonprofit that
works with the poor in the community
or as a volunteer packing lunch sacks for
local food-insecure children. These are
good Christian things to do and part of a
massive multi-level system of nutrition
assistance programs and organizations
in the United States, some government,
some state, and others community-based.
The young me did not grasp the
extensiveness and complexity of such a
system, even though I was certain that
I was doing a good, Christian thing in
helping to provide food for the hungry.

We live in a world where signs of God’s
reconciliation and redemption coexist
alongside signs of brokenness and evil.
Today I recognize that my response
should not stop there. I am called to seek
justice, to ask broader, systemic questions
about why people are increasingly turning
to food pantries to feed their families, to
consider different solutions, to advocate
for solutions that promote a flourishing
community where no one needs to use a
food pantry, where people are engaged
in meaningful, honoring work that allows
them to provide for their families. Our
work in both justice and charity can bring
about redemptive glimpses of what will
be when Christ returns.

ABBY FOREMAN TEACHES SOCIAL WORK. THIS
PIECE FIRST APPEARED AT INALLTHINGS.ORG.
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ADAPTING TO
ADOPTING

Last July, Dordt College put in place a new policy that offers financial
assistance to employees who are adopting children into their families.
The policy reflects what people in the
community already know: many Dordt
employees, as well as Dordt alumni,
choose to include adopted children in
their families. Although the college
does not keep records on how many
employees have adoptive families or how
many students are part of such families,
a brief email asking for reflections on
being part of an adoptive family brought
dozens of responses from faculty and
staff and students. It also brought
responses from many alumni.
Despite a lack of verifiable data, it seems
fair to assume from these responses and

from national adoption statistics that
people connected to Dordt College adopt
children at higher rates than the general
population. In addition to those who
wrote to tell the story of their family’s
experience with adoption, some were
eager to simply tell us that they were
part of adoptive families, as siblings,
grandparents, cousins, and even friends.

personal experience with adoption; some
have been adopted themselves, some
are part of a sibling group that includes
adopted children, some have cousins who
have been adopted, many know others
in their churches or schools who have
been adopted. Many have had positive
experiences with caring social workers
and want to do what they do.

Student interest in adoption is also high.

Not nearly all of these students end up
being adoption workers, notes Olson,
but adoption is often the starting point
for thinking about social work as a
profession. Their desire to help serve the
needs of others transfers easily to other
areas of social work after they enter the

“Probably 75-80 percent of high school
students who come to a Campus Visit
Day expressing an interest in social work
want to be adoption workers,” says Social
Work Professor Erin Olson. Most have

Social Work Professor Erin Olson
notes that many prospective students
interested in social work want to be
adoption workers.

JORDAN EDENS ('13)
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program and become more familiar with
the variety of ways social workers serve
their communities.

“We’re more and more connected to
people around the world today,” she
says. “As we become more aware of
specific situations, we learn that older
systems didn’t always have children’s
best interests in mind. As we’ve learned
more about how children develop,
we’ve learned how essential early stable
attachments are. Students feel a sense
of urgency about how good adoptive
families can improve the lives of children
around the world.”
Faith also plays a role.
“Students at Dordt resonate with the
idea of adoption because they’ve long

Brady (’00) and Rhonda (Schoep, ’00) Fopma,
with their children Blake, Kayla, and Benjamin.
Rhonda works as a programmer at Dordt.

they were not able to have biological
children. Today increased global
awareness and contact, commitment to
justice and compassion, and a greater
variety of options seem to be driving
more adoptions. Some churches give
support to member families who adopt.
Some businesses offer assistance to
employees who adopt. The Sioux Center
community’s Kaitlin’s Fund helps assist
families with the financial commitment.
Encouragement and example also have
an impact. Social work instructor Tara
Boer and her husband are approved as
an adoptive family, but for now provide

“Students at Dordt resonate with the idea of
adoption because they’ve long understood the
biblical notion of being “adopted to sonship.”
—Social Work Professor Erin Olson

Olson sees churches and communities
having an impact on attitudes toward
adopting children into families.
“I think church communities are playing a
role in what seems to be growing interest
in adoption,” she says. While she knows
that there have always been a variety
of motivations for adopting children
into families, she believes that in past
generations, a larger percentage of those
who adopted children did so because

respite foster care until their baby is a bit
older.
“We had a Holt social worker who attends
our church and over the years she stood
up during joys and concerns and made us
aware of the countless children around
the world who do not have families,” says
Dordt Library Director Sheryl Taylor. “So,
my husband and I had been exposed to
this need for some time. It’s probably due
to Phyllis Lesage that so many families
at Covenant (Christian Reformed Church)
have adopted children!”

Dordt’s social work curriculum may not
drive most of the adoptions that happen
in its supporting community, but it does
provide a context.
“We try to build excitement for adoption
work and also give a realistic perspective
on both the challenges and rewards,”
Olson says. She invites alumna Heidi
(Bolkema, ’04) DeKruyf to come to her
introductory social work class each
semester to talk about her experiences
as an adoption social worker for New
Horizons. Also the mother of three
adopted daughters, she talks about
her family’s experience adopting three
girls, including disappointments they
experienced when biological parents
changed their minds.
Like so many others in the broader
Dordt College community, Olson, Boer,
DeKruyf, and social work students take
James 1:27 seriously: “Religion that God
our Father accepts as pure and faultless
is this: to look after orphans and widows
in their distress... ."
SALLY JONGSMA
PHOTO SUBMITTED

understood the biblical notion of being
‘adopted to sonship,’” adds Olson. This
term is used several times in Romans and
Galations, referring to a Greek legal term
that guarantees children a rightful place.
They’re also driven by James’s charge to
care for the widow and orphan.
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“The social justice piece is important,”
says Olson. Many students want to serve
children in abusive homes and children
in orphanages around the world. Olson
finds that her students are fascinated
with the process as they learn about
the needs of people in our society and
how social services can help meet those
needs.

later in life,” says Brady Fopma (’00),
a web developer at Click Rain in Sioux
Falls, South Dakota, and former Dordt
employee. “God had other plans. I was
sitting in chapel one day when President
Erik Hoekstra spoke about his family’s
adoption experience. He challenged
the audience to seriously think about
adoption and God’s call for us to take
care of the orphan and widow. I left that
chapel deeply moved and felt that God
was calling us to adopt.” Talking further
with the Taylors gave the Fopmas the
confidence to move forward, and they
adopted a son from Korea in 2011.

The Taylors, in turn, encouraged others.
“I had always felt a tug in my heart to
adopt but after having our firstborn
in 2007 it seemed like an idea for

Heidi (Bolkema, ’04) and Ryan De Kruyf with
Aniah, Eden, Adria.
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“The Lord granted my husband and me
three children by birth and four more by
adoption,” says Eunice Vander Laan (’60).
“Today they are grown and have families
of their own. Our births have adopted

Suzie (Isenor, ’97), Joshua, and Mike Tate

Mike, had been on mission trips to
orphanages in Haiti and Guatemala, and
those experiences confirmed their desire.
“We’re so grateful that God formed our
family through adoption,” she says.
Current student Loken Vande Vegte says
his family (pictured left) felt blessed and
wanted to make a difference in the life of
someone who did not have a family. Of
his nine-year-old sister from Guatamala,
he says,
“She brings a lot of energy and
uniqueness. Before we adopted
I had mixed feelings, now it is
something I would consider in my
own family someday.”

“My husband and I ponder the wonder of
God’s way with humankind. God has one
birth child; all the rest of us are adopted.”
—Eunice Vander Laan (’60)

and given birth, and our adoptions
have birthed. They have given us 22
grandchildren—one of them brought into
our family by marriage, eight by adoption,
and 13 by birth. They range in age
from five months to 23 years, and their
grandpa and I celebrate all their lovely
variety of eye colors, hair textures, and
skin hues. My husband and I ponder the
wonder of God’s way with humankind.
God has one birth child; all the rest of us
are adopted.”
“In a way, Joshua’s adoption story began
three decades ago,” writes Suzie Isenor
Tate (’97), when she was adopted from
South Korea. She looked forward to
adopting and was excited when the
time was right. She and her husband,

Student Hannah Klos came
to the same conclusion.
“We have been doing foster
care for years and when Vincent came
to our family he stayed with us for two
years. After two years we just couldn’t let
him go. He was as part of the family as
any one of us was. The adoption process
itself was a challenge … because until
the very end we didn’t know whether
or not he would be officially part of our
family. Our family has definitely been
blessed by Vincent time and time again.”
Klos, too, now says she’d love to adopt
someday when she has her own family.
Dozens of Dordt alumni, employees,
and students shared information and

TAYLORs
We got the call late one afternoon
in April from the Holt adoption
agency in Omaha saying they had
a little girl for us and would send
us a FedEx package with a picture
and information about her. The next
morning we left for Omaha, got the
packet, and drove back home. As
soon as I saw the picture of her, I
fell in love with her. I think one of
the things that adoptive parents
fear most is that they will not be
able to love their adopted child the
same as they will their biological
children if they have any, especially
adopted children from other
countries or races.
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I always wanted to adopt, although I’m
not 100 percent sure where that desire
came from,” says Dordt’s Dean of Chapel
Aaron Baart (’99). “There was no adoption
in my family but there certainly is now. In
fact, half of the grandkids in one side of
our family are adopted.” The Baart family
includes four children, two of whom are
adopted from Africa.
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ois De Vries (’80) wrote, “We
wanted children. It wasn’t some
grand desire to rescue orphaned
children. It was more of a selfish
desire to have a family.” Their family
grew to include four children through
two domestic and two international
adoptions. “God’s providence was very
clear in each experience,” she says. Her
youngest daughter, now a Dordt student,
even had an opportunity to spend a
semester in Korea on a Dordt study
abroad program, studying at a university
in the town where she was born. (bit.
ly/1DhJhh9)

That fear went completely out the
window the moment I saw the
picture of her. And I’m sure it was an
incredible act of grace on God’s part.
Meeting her in Korea three months
later was wonderful but mostly
because we already were in love
with her.
Having her
handed to me
was really no
different than
either of my sons
being handed to
me by the nurse
after they were
born. We didn’t
know exactly what
they were going
to look like either
but when a baby is
handed to you and
your'e told it’s yours,
you know it in your
heart. Most of the
time, I forget that she
is Korean. She’s just
my daughter. And just like my two
biological sons look different from
each other and don’t look exactly
like me or my husband, neither does
she. But she’s my daughter—not my
Korean daughter or my adopted
daughter, just my daughter and
because of that I love her with all of
my heart.
Sheryl Sheeres Taylor, Director of the
John and Louis Hulst Library
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stories with us over the past weeks, many
describing how they and their lives had
been changed as a result. Some told us
they have young children at present but
hope to add to their families through
adoption. Many have had international
adoptions. Others have intentionally
opened their homes for domestic
minority adoptions.
“When we began the process for Naomi’s
adoption, we discovered that, since
Miranda was not 30 years old, we did not
meet the qualifications for international
adoptions. However, that setback quickly
led us to discover the incredible need
for domestic minority adoptions, and
that direction is what God used to bring
Naomi, who is biracial, into our home. In
the five years since Naomi’s birth it has
been a great joy to be inspired within our
own family to learn more about other
cultures and to help all of our children
appreciate the wonderful diversity that
God has blessed us with in his glorious
creation,” says Engineering Professor
Justin Vander Werff.
“We always thought we would adopt
a child or two and bring them into our
world. We had no idea how much they
would bring us into theirs!” says Baart.
Many responses highlighted the joys
and blessings of being part of adoptive
families. Many also spoke openly about
the challenges and fears. Identity and

Miranda and Justin Vander Werff and their
children Lydia, Laiya Naomi, and Josiah are in
the process of adding another child to their
family through adoption.

attachment issues can be lifelong
challenges. Brokenness from sad and
difficult situations do not end the
moment a child is legally adopted.
“We enjoy family life and felt we
could share the love of a family with
a child who did not have a family,”
said Education Professor Dr. Kathleen
Van Tol, who specializes in teaching
children with special needs. “I have
loved seeing each of my children grow
and develop their gifts. There have been
challenges related to the disabilities my
children have, especially lack of family
history information and determining
which challenges are related to the

disability and which are related to their
experiences prior to joining our family.
“Adoption is hard. When the Bible talks of
the sins of the fathers being visited upon
the children, I think this is one way that
verse is illustrated. These children did
not ask to be abandoned, neglected, or
abused, but they deal with the effects of
that experience for the rest of their lives.
We highlight all the joy of adoption as
we should, but we forget that adoption
starts with brokenness,” she says.
The adoption process can be long and
difficult—and expensive. Some described
the uncertainty and heartache they
experienced when the process broke
down for children already in their
homes. One family had to spend nine
weeks overseas before the process was
complete.
“Adoption costs you,” says Baart. “We
have designated more time and resources
than we ever anticipated. From medical
appointments that never seem to end to
counseling through attachment issues to
the outright financial costs of adoption,
the toll has been high—higher than we
expected. And yet, this too has all been
part of the growth we’ve experienced as
a family through adoption. We wouldn’t
change it for the world.”
“The idea that we are all God’s
adopted children is more real and
immediate to us than it was before,”

DEWAARDs
When our birth daughters were 11, 9, and 6, God spoke to my husband, Joel
DeWaard (’83), through newspaper and magazine articles about adoption
from China. He felt that we should also adopt from China. I had
no desire to go back to diapers and bottles and potty
training. In his wisdom and patience, he asked me to
think and pray about it before coming to any decision.
I did so, with reluctance, and God left me with the
same feeling.

Ruth (Dykhouse) DeWaard (’82)
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When we received our referral 18 months later, we
realized that God was nudging us right about the time that
our daughter Anna RuiWen was conceived, half a world
away. We are very conscious of what we would have missed
if we had not listened to that still, small voice. Anna came home
in July 2002 at 10 months of age and is now 13. We can’t imagine
our family without her; she’s so much like her sisters—shy, academic,
artistic—and has strong bonds with her “other mom” Allison Vriend (’12)
and her other sisters Erica and Renae (’17).
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Two years into our marriage we wanted
to start our family. We struggled with
infertility for seven years. God was
showing us that he planned for our
family to grow in a different way. We
began pursuing a domestic infant
adoption and in 2002 were blessed to
adopt our first child, Zachary, through
Bethany Christian Services.
Two years later we were chosen by
a birth mom and excitedly took our
second son home. However, Colorado
law allows more time for birth moms
to change their minds. One week
left before her parental rights were
terminated, she decided to parent.
With sadness and disappointment
we returned one-month-old
“Matthew.”
Five months later we were chosen by another
birth mom and father. Feeling a little more secure adopting
under Washington law, the process went smoothly for our second son, Tyler.
We decided to adopt once more two years later, quietly hoping for a baby girl. We
were chosen by a young birth mom of a six-month-old. Even though we missed the
first six months of her life, we were so excited for a daughter. Because Brooklynn was
part Native American, we knew that tribal issues could make this a risky adoption. We
loved and parented Brooklynn in our home for one year before she was legally ours!
Our adoptions were so different, but we were blessed through each of them.

says Physics Professor Dr. John Zwart.
“Our application paperwork asked us
to reflect on what it means to raise
a child in a Christian home and our
views on discipline. This helped us be
more deliberate in our child rearing.
We learned that it really makes no
difference in how you love your child
or whether that child is born to you or
adopted by you–both are God’s gifts.
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“The lessons learned are innumerable
and still counting,” says Baart. “We

learned about a broader global
community. We learned about the
plight of the orphan. We’ve learned
how much we didn’t know going in and
how naïve we were to the trials and
joys of parenting. We’ve learned that
international adoption has made us
colorblind in the best possible way. And
we’ve learned to cherish in a whole new
way what Paul meant when he described
us all as adopted to sonship, receiving
the same standing before the Father as
Christ himself. There is no two-tiered
ranking in our family between biological
and adoptive children and there isn’t in
God’s family either. Pretty amazing!”
SALLY JONGSMA

Thank you to the many people, on campus
and off, who took the time to write and tell
us a bit of their adoption story. We would
have loved to have used more of them.
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Parenting and
grandparenting all
children carries risks
and joys but rests on
God’s promises

SIPMAs

Disappointment and grief seem to be
every parent’s experience whether
their children are born to them or
adopted. Trouble and loss can hit
parents at any time from their child’s
babyhood though adulthood, a reality
since Adam and Eve reared their
sons. Still, and here’s the miracle,
parents have not been dissuaded from
welcoming children into their families.
My husband and I attest to parental
hardship. During their teen years some
of our children faced problems that
anguished them and us. In adulthood
one of our sons died, leaving a wife
and children. Another child now
battles threatening illness.
To parent is a lifelong assignment,
and no child is accident-and-illnessresistant or temptation-immune. Adult
Christian children, birthed or adopted,
can still surrender to enticements
like embezzling funds, destroying a
marriage, entertaining addictions,
or choosing some other moral lapse.
There are no parental guarantees for
untroubled results in child rearing.
Certainly then from the human side,
parenting appears hopeless, but there
is this covenantal deposit from the
Lord’s side: “For the promise is for you
and your children” [Acts 2:39]. That
bedrock assurance still pierces our
own darkest times.
Christian covenant parents need not
shrink from their desire to show a
youngster this big beautiful world
and to answer the child’s inevitable
questions about its Creator God.
That’s the key that opens the doors of
parenting to gladness and joy.
EUNICE VANDERLAAN, ’60

The De Vries family: Phil (son-in-law) holding
Avery, Nick, Helen, James, Kim, Jeff, Lois
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HELPING STUDENTS BECOME
“SELF-FEEDERS ””
Passing on a legacy of faith and cultivating the next
generation’s hearts to be completely surrendered to the will of
God is no small task.
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DOUG BURG

How would you describe the term “ faith
formation?”
I refer to faith formation as all the ways
we cultivate our walk with the Lord—the
practices or “liturgies” we use to grow in
relationship with God, his world, and his
people.

I hear many church leaders today
bemoaning the commitment levels of the
younger generations. But often we are
simply measuring their commitment to
our values, not theirs. While the church
always needs to know what it stands
for and who it is, the church today also
needs to use the upcoming generations
as a mirror. We have to see what our
reflection looks like in our youth. Perhaps
their inactivity in the institutional church
says more about us and the version
of church we have manifested than it
actually does about them.

What does Dordt do to try to help students
grow in faith?
Dordt tries to help students become
“self-feeders.” This is the stage in life
where young adults need to own their
faith and be prepared to engage, in
their own way and in their own voice,
Christ-centered renewal in all aspects of
contemporary life. We do this through
cultivating students’ personal disciplines,
worship, service, missions, and a deeper
awareness of self.
How would you describe the range of Dordt
students in their expression of their faith on
campus?
Our students have a wide variety
of denominational and cultural
backgrounds. And, every year, we are
becoming increasingly diverse. With
students from an ever-broadening
theological spectrum and from more than
20 countries, our diversity has grown
in recent years. This diversity, I think,
has been one of the biggest catalysts

loyalty to Christ through loyalty to the
expression of church one grew up in.

What is important to young Christians
today regarding faith?
This is a significant question. Older
generations, myself included, often
assess the younger generation’s level
of spiritual commitment through the
lens of local church involvement and
attendance (institutional loyalty).
However, the things that mark spiritual
vitality in each generation will change
as each generation learns to own its own
faith. This often includes a “corrective,” a
reaction against what it didn’t like in the
church it grew up in. For example, recent
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AN INTERVIEW ON BUILDING DISCIPLES
WITH DEAN OF CHAPEL AARON BAART

Are we equipping them to face the issues
they’ll encounter in today’s world?
Yes and no. Too often the Christian
church has attempted to prepare the
next generation by providing them with
the right answers to questions they aren’t
asking anymore.
Historically, the church has instituted
educational practices that assume that
right behavior will follow right teaching.
However, faith is meant to be learned
and practiced. A generation whose
primary value is experience is demanding
a church that is willing to revisit its
educational delivery systems.

“For us, extra-curricular is a four-letter word. Families often sacrifice a great
deal for their students to be here. We need to honor their sacrifice and
commitment by being intentional about all of life as faith formation.”
in driving the spiritual climate to be so
healthy and vibrant right now. It’s a truer
cross-section of the family of God.
Of course, it has its challenges, too.
It’s harder to teach a course on biblical
foundations (that every student has
to take at Dordt) when the incoming
knowledge base of the biblical story is so
varied. However, that’s a small challenge
compared to the huge benefits that
increased diversity has blessed us with.

evidence suggests that young people
today are significantly more engaged in
social justice issues and generous giving
to non-profit and mission organizations
than their predecessors. In other words,
they may not demonstrate their faith
primarily in weekly church attendance
but they might be flexing their spiritual
muscle and growing deeply in the Lord
through other meaningful ways. This
means that we can’t always measure

How can curricular and co-curricular
programs work together at Dordt?
One of my favorite things about this
position at Dordt is that it straddles the
curricular and co-curricular aspects of
campus. I was told when I was hired that
I wasn’t simply supposed to lead Campus
Ministries. I was to build bridges between
what is taking place in the classroom
and the dorm—and the gym—and the
weekends. Dean for Campus Life Robert
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I truly believe that Dordt is doing this
better now than ever before. We’ve
even gone so far as to begin looking
at the four curricular coordinates on
which all faculty members build their
curriculum. We are using those same
guiding documents (The Educational Task
and Framework) to review all co-curricular
activities at Dordt, asking hard questions
about whether classroom and dorm,
lab and gym are all pulling in the same
direction, under one specific vision. I
am proud of the strides we’ve made and
excited about where we are going.
Access PDFs of the Dordt College
Educational Framework and
Educational Task at
www.dordt.edu/publications

What has been the most challenging and
most rewarding part of your work?
The most challenging aspect of my
work has been changing the way that
I lead. As a pastor, I spent significant
amounts of time trying to inspire the
church to action. On Dordt’s campus, I
feel like I’m still playing catch-up with
the work of the Holy Spirit in the midst
of an energetic and driven student body.
It’s more a matter now of putting my
ear to the ground and listening for his
movements. They are many and they are
strong. I count myself blessed to be here
at a season of growth and health. We
have our challenges, to be sure. But God
is at work here. We are all trying to fall in
step with that.
Why should young Christians study at Dordt?
Simple. God is at work here. And the
education that we are providing is
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NIKKI DYKSTRA (’15)

Taylor and I have been looking at all
of the waking hours a student at Dordt
spends outside of the classroom and
seeing if they work together in a very
deliberate way. In other words, do they
complement, come alongside, and assist
the academic endeavors of the college?
For us, extra-curricular is a four-letter
word. Families often sacrifice a great deal
for their students to be here. We need
to honor their sacrifice and commitment
by being intentional about all of life as
faith formation. And in the end, we aren’t
merely producing capable people with
degrees, we’re nurturing disciples.

Events such as this panel discussion highlighting personal experiences that faculty, students, and
community members have had relating to infant and childhood mortality help raise students'
awareness of the role they can play in being the hands and feet of Christ in the world.

as grounded as it ever was in our
reformational roots, but true to our
tradition, it’s changing too. We are seeing
our graduates engage the world with
beautiful and articulate voices and gift
sets, ready to be important and leading
figures in the challenges facing our
culture and the
church today.
What role does a
Christian educational
institution have in
faith formation?

when you lie down and when you get
up.” Put another way, you simply can’t
seize enough opportunities to teach your
children about the Lord.
In this text, we hear the charge to
“impress” the love of God on our children

The old adage, “It takes a village to
raise a child” is actually insufficient.
The command in Deuteronomy
demands even more than that!

A significant one to
be sure; however, I
think there is a bit
of a difference between the role it should
have and the role that it does have, and
that difference seems to be growing in
recent years. Let me explain.
Faith formation via Christian education
should really be an extension of the
parental and overall community role in
“raising a child in the way they should
go.” The biblical mandate found in
Deuteronomy 6:4-7 that is often read at a
child’s baptism or dedication says, “Hear,
O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is
one. Love the Lord your God with all your
heart and with all your soul and with all
your strength. These commandments
that I give to you today are to be on your
hearts. Impress them on your children.
Talk about them when you sit at home
and when you walk along the road,

being made to the whole community,
the people of Israel. This is why baptism
is a public worship event, not a private
ceremony with extended family in one’s
living room. (Although once, a random
woman in Starbucks, learning that I was
a pastor, began a bidding war with me,
convinced that if the price was right, I
would offer just such a service!) Family
is critically important, but the larger
community of faith is integral. Passing
on a legacy of faith and cultivating the
next generation’s hearts to be entirely
surrendered to the will of God is no small
task. The process of faith formation
might be deeply owned by parents, but
it can’t be accomplished by the parents
alone. God never designed it to be. In
other words, the old adage, “It takes a
village to raise a child” is insufficient. The

command in Deuteronomy demands even more than that!

In recent generations, the metaphor for the role of Christian
day school education has been the three-legged stool, with
parents, the local church, and Christian schools all playing
important roles in the faith formation of our children.
However, even though that may have been the initial
intent, my fear today is that the increasing demands of busy
schedules within and outside of the home, along with the
overall cultural shift toward a diminished role of the local
church, has caused two resulting consequences:
First, a further individualization of faith formation. As church
calendars struggle desperately to compete with busy family
commitments, the burden of faith formation has moved, in
many cases, more into individual homes and even further still,
upon the individual. This trend has driven a slowly changing
picture of the church in the lives of the Gen X and Millennial
generations, one in which the local church as a significant
place in one’s upbringing is becoming more and more
marginalized. Even if this movement hasn’t been intentional, it
certainly is real.
Second, when it comes to the home, parents are together
putting in more hours at work, demands in youth sports have
absolutely spiraled, and media and online time in gaming and
social interaction have all collided into the perfect storm of
competition for meaningful family time around the table or in
other faith formation practices in the home.
The end result appears to be an increased expectation that
the school pick up the slack where faith formation has been
encroached upon at home and church. This is why the role
of Christian educational institutions is changing from what
it may have initially set out to offer, compared to what it has
actually become.

CHURCH ATTENDANCE

In our 2014 alumni survey, we found that 96 percent of Dordt
graduates say they attend church weekly. We are not jumping to
conclusions based on this data, but it does seem that our graduates
may not fit the pattern.

ednesday mornings from 11 to 11:40 are usually
quiet across campus—even in the filled B.J. Haan
Auditorium, once Dean of Chapel Aaron Baart begins his
weekly meditation. Last semester Baart chose to focus on the
books of the minor prophets. He speaks with directness and
immediacy to his audience to help them grasp the relevance
of these prophesies for their lives.
Baart chose to focus on the minor prophets to help students
look at a part of the Bible many of them have told him they
don’t spend much time with and that some say they have
seldom read.
“It’s an opportunity to listen to God speaking through the
whole canon,” he says. It’s also been an opportunity to help
him redefine what prophesy is and “to let the Bible be the
Bible.”
“Prophecy is often misunderstood as predicting the future,”
says Baart. “In reality it is more of a look back than forward. It
calls God’s people back to obedience.”
Baart notes that prophecy in the Bible is always unique to a
particular setting and always has a specific
message, but that message is one that can
be translated for faithful living today.
“It can be hard to hear God speak in our
individualized and consumeristic Christian
culture,” Baart says. Preaching such
scriptural texts brings to the fore
things preachers can otherwise be
afraid to say because of the black
and white, right or wrong way much
of society thinks and reacts today.
“When you walk through the minor
prophets together, people aren’t
as likely to shoot the messenger,”
he says, adding, “Students’ hearts
are longing for a deeper degree of
sanctification.” He prays the Holy
Spirit will work through these chapels
to convict students of Scripture’s
message. Several students have told
him that his meditations have made
them want to change how they think
and live.

JAMIN VER VELDE (’99)

According to the Barna Group, 59 percent of Christians 18-25
years old have stopped attending church, 28 percent of them have
significantly doubted their faith, and 57 percent of them are less
active during the ages of 18-25 than they were at age 15.

CHAPELS HELP
STUDENTS LISTEN
TO GOD SPEAK TO
TODAY'S WORLD
W

FEATURES

At its heart, this is where the impetus for Christian education
comes from. Israel’s practice of formally educating young
children deeply in the story of God is as old as the Exodus
itself. When the Passover practices were first commanded,
roles for children in asking questions and participating in
significant ways ensured their meaningful involvement and
provided a means of passing the stories down from generation
to generation. Of course, this occurred even before the first
books of the Bible were written down. (Liturgy is even older
than the Bible!)

SALLY JONGSMA
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PROVIDING LEADERSHIP
IN FAITH FORMATION

Several Dordt College alumni are actively involved in a relatively new
ministry within the Christian Reformed denomination.
Dr. Syd Hielema (’76) is the team leader
for Discipleship and Faith Formation
Ministries, a group whose mandate is to
build on the “cradle to grave discipleship”
they believe many congregations in the
CRC already practice and then find ways
to share and enhance those practices.
“Faith formation involves the shaping
of a communal culture and the carrying
out of communal practices that make
space for the Holy Spirit to mature
persons and communities toward the
likeness of Christ,” says Hielema, a former
theology professor at Dordt College and
campus pastor at Redeemer University in
Hamilton, Ontario.
Jill (Brue, ’88) Friend, an elementary
school music teacher, is also a part of
the team, as are Martin Contant (’72),
Liz (Siebring, ’81) Tolkamp, and Karen
(Wiersma, ’87) De Boer. Friend, who has
served as a worship coordinator, also
served on a CRC committee to study
whether children should be invited to
partake of the Lord’s Supper.
“That committee was a listening
committee,” Friend says. They learned
what churches were struggling with,
heard stories, and found many similarities
in responses. Based on conversations
with congregations across North America,
they began to ask questions about what
it means to be an intergenerational
congregation and denomination, what
faith is for children, and what it means to
be an adult disciple.
“Throughout the CRC there is a
deepening sense that the ‘same old
defaults’ are not sturdy enough to
carry out this calling, and thus new
strategies and emphases are called
for,” says Hielema. “This deepening
sense is heightened by discouraging
statistics about young adult engagement
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Many young people believe their faith should make a difference in what they do and how they live,
and they want to make a difference in the lives of others.

with the faith and the church. More
and more congregations are asking,
‘what kind of leadership do we need
to equip our congregation to fulfill its
corporate baptismal vows in a sturdy,
transformative manner?’”
The faith formation team is building on
what the committee studying children at
the Lord’s Supper learned, and they are
developing and providing resources to
help churches give discipling leadership.
They share what others are doing; they
host workshops that gather groups of
people from various congregations to
assess and improve how they disciple;
they are developing toolkits and curricula
for children and youth programs, and
more.
Such efforts also lie at the center of the
mission of Christian higher education,
Hielema believes.
“Young adults need support in (a)
discerning their identity and calling
in the kingdom, (b) being equipped as
leaders, (c) broadening their horizons

to see the kingdom from a “global”
perspective, and (d) strengthening their
capacities for serving within I Cor. 12
communities to bless the world (where
they are placed),” he says.
Young Christians today want to make a
difference, to be authentic, and to bring
justice. They want to “keep the main
thing the main thing, not get lost in
minor details or academic discussions
that don’t affect the ‘real world,’” says
Hielema.
Hielema believes this kind of work is long
overdue and “addresses latent longings
that are living in hundreds of different
congregations.” And, he says, his new
role is a perfect match between his life’s
passion and the needs of the church
today.
Friend, whose role is more that of a local
“coach,” says, “This effort may be a way
to act on what the earlier committee
learned from congregations.”
SALLY JONGSMA

M

oving from college to life after
graduation can be difficult. The
stress of finding that first job or even
putting together the résumé and cover
letter needed to apply can be daunting.
On January 6, our Career Development
Center team of Sarah Moss, Missy Mulder,
and I sat down with a
list of 321 graduating
students to see if they
needed interview tips,
job search advice,
or résumé and cover
letter help. We called
dibs on students we
knew personally and
looked up photos of those we hadn’t yet
had a chance to form a relationship with.
There is something wonderful about
looking at a list and attaching names
to memories—many of whom I had
the chance to recruit when I worked in
admissions, Sarah had taught in her Core
120 English Writing course, and Missy
worked beside in the music department.
I took Renee Buikema and Megan Slager,
one from Quincy, Washington, and the
other hailing from Brookfield, Wisconsin,
students I recruited who ended up
rooming together and becoming great
friends. Megan is finishing up this
semester student teaching while Renee
is off to Chicago Semester to put her
human resources chops to the test.

JAMIN VER VELDE (’99)

I also took Daniel Fennig and Cameron
Pitre, students I recruited out of Dallas/
Fort Worth and had the chance to coach
on the football field and watch develop

in the classroom.

ALUMNI

TRANSITIONING
TO ALUMNI
Locking ourselves in the conference
room, we tried to contact each
graduating student by email while they
were enjoying the last days of their
Christmas break. At first, we didn’t expect
much. After all, they’re college students,
they don’t reply to email, right?
Within an hour the responses started
rolling in. One senior had just been
accepted to her first choice graduate
school in Chicago; another had signed
a contract that day. Others sent their
résumés for review and a few set up
appointments when they returned to
campus to visit about job opportunities
and alumni who might be willing to help
them network their way to a job.
Our students are doing well. They
are finding what excites them and
going after what inspires them with
determination.
We try to help our students in little and
bigger ways. Some things we can do on
our own. On the first cold day of winter,
the Career Development Center brought
awareness of our services and a smile to
students’ faces by setting up a pop-up
hot chocolate stand. For others, we rely
on your help. In December, as a gift to
our students, we celebrated on Twitter
with 25 days of jobs by highlighting a job
opportunity with a company with at least
one alumnus.
Dordt students today continue the
rich alumni tradition that each of you
hold together within the Dordt alumni
association. As they gear up to go out, we
give thanks for them with you and uphold
each one in prayer as they prepare to
transition to your communities, churches,
and alumni chapters.

BRANDON HUISMAN ( '10), DIRECTOR OF
ALUMNI AND EXTERNAL RELATIONS
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BEING MR. H

Jason Hilbelink (’09) teaches in a school quite different from the
Christian school he attended as a child in Oostburg, Wisconsin,
surrounded by students of similar ethnic and faith backgrounds.
The public school district where he
teaches today in Nashville, Tennessee, is
a melting pot of cultures, with children
from 120 countries from homes that
speak 100 different languages. He hears
not only Spanish but also languages such
as Kurdish and Nepalese.

Hilbelink points to a common thread,
though.
“I was a troublemaker in school, but I
had a male teacher who was there for
me, even when I wasn’t ready to listen,”
he says. He is trying to be that sort of
teacher for students in his classes, many
of whom have no male role model in
their lives. He is continually looking for
ways to show care for them while setting
high standards for their education. That
commitment makes him passionate about
his profession.
Hilbelink’s work has been
noticed by others. Last
spring he was named the
2014 Distinguished New
Educator in the state of
Tennessee, an award
presented annually
to a teacher in the
first five years in
the profession.

“Many good teachers leave for more
affluent districts or more lucrative jobs
after a few years,” Hilbelink says. The
institute is an attempt to encourage
and support promising teachers to help

—Jason Hilbelink

“I immediately loved
PHOTO SUBMITTED

In his third year of teaching, he was
invited to be part of a Teacher’s
Leadership Institute sponsored by his
school district.

“I was a troublemaker in school,
but I had a male teacher who
was there for me, even when I
wasn’t ready to listen.”

Hilbelink has
been teaching in Nashville
since his student teaching
days. Already in college, he
knew he wanted to teach
in a public school. He had
hoped to do his teaching
internship through the
Chicago Semester, but
when he and his wife,
Amanda (Locke, ’09), were
not both immediately
guaranteed spots in
the competitive offcampus program, they
looked for other options
and decided to go to
Nashville, where Amanda
had a brother.
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teaching,” Hilbelink says. “All of it—the
kids, working with other teachers,
thinking about pedagogy, curriculum,
assessment.”

them see the importance of classroom
relationships and also connect directly to
administrators. “If you feel fully invested,
you’re going to try harder and stick with
it longer,” he says.
Hilbelink decided to enroll in a master’s
program at the University of Tennessee,
where he worked with “some excellent
teachers.” Tennessee requires that
administrators in the public school
system be licensed by their state school,
and Hilbelink felt that administration was
where he wanted to head.
Last spring, he was nominated to the
pool of teachers considered for the
Distinguished New Educator of the Year
Award. The nomination required him to
go through an application process.

JAMIN VER VELDE (’99)
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Jason Hilbelink credits his Dordt professors with giving him what he needed to become a successful
teacher. He spent time on campus last fall, sharing his experiences with current education students.

“That process forced me to think through
what I was doing and how I would do
things differently,” he says. He began
to think further about how to make
even better connections between what
students were learning and the world in
which they lived. He received the award
and shortly thereafter was appointed to
a Tennessee team sent to a United States
Department of Education conference on
the Common Core. Hilbelink represented
the classroom teacher perspective on the
team, helping keep attention on what is
best for students.
That opportunity has immersed him in
Common Core issues, and he has come
to appreciate that the Common Core
wants to move educational practice
from knowledge that is “a mile wide and
an inch deep” to learning that is more
focused and in depth. Such an approach
will require more project learning,
deeper skill development, and increased
emphasis on critical thinking. He has
participated in teacher and parent
information meetings that address the
challenges educational systems face
today and the needs of students in
today’s world.
Now in his sixth year of teaching,
Hilbelink is serving as one of 22
Educator Fellows
for SCORE to bring
a teacher
voice to

student-focused education policy.
SCORE is the 20-member Tennessee
State Collaboration on Reforming
Education, a non-partisan, non-profit
organization whose goal is to voice
concerns and share successes with state
policy makers as they move forward with
new standards.
“Transitions are hard, especially in
education,” Hilbelink says. In order to
make them work, schools need to align
standards and curriculum—and also
assessment. “Teachers need access to
resources that show reliable results to
help bring change.”
Becoming a good teacher doesn’t just
happen, as Hilbelink has learned. He
admits to weathering some early bumps.
“The first year was a struggle,” he says.
“I wanted my kids to be comfortable
and have fun in class, but soon learned
that they needed more structure than
I was giving them.” He made some
major changes his second year. While he
didn’t give up on the idea of making his
classroom comfortable and fun, he did
adopt a classroom management plan
that helped students see themselves as
part of a community accountable to one
another. He builds into his classroom
a culture of community and respect,
for him as “Sir” and for everyone as
members responsible
for and to each
other. It made a
huge difference,
he says, and
helped him see

PHOTO SUBMITTED
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Hilbelink has worked hard at building a culture of respect and accountability in his middle school
classroom in Nashville, Tennessee.

that he could be the teacher he wanted
to be, continuing to learn and grow with
his students.
Hilbelink has also moved away from
primarily textbook assignments to
embedding learning in activities and
projects. His students learned fractions
in part by doubling and tripling recipes
and creating a video of the project.
“Kids are excited to do that kind of
homework,” he says.
To learn about three dimensions,
Hlbelink’s students created an eight-foot
geo-bot that stood in the hallway.
In addition to working alongside his
students as they design and hot glue, he
makes an effort to show them that he
cares about them, showing up at their
sporting events and interacting with
them whenever he can.

“I felt deeply how much my professors
cared about us and invested in our
education at Dordt,” he says. That
experience had a big impact on him, and
it is what he wants to do for his students.
“Dordt education professors did
an excellent job of working with
our individual needs and goals,” he
NEW
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D OtoR D T C O L L E G E
says. “They gave
me Fa RO
great
draw from. I keep the textbooks and
notebooks full of notes I made as I went
through the program. They are a toolbox
of resources I continue to draw from.”
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“Stop working and play with this virtual spirograph instead,” wrote one
online user, adding, “Watch out, it’s addictive.”

SPIROGRAPH GETS
NEW LIFE IN A
DIGITAL WORLD
I

find the best way to learn new tech skills is to apply them to
a hobby or side project,” says Nathan Friend (’13), a senior
software developer at DuPont Pioneer in Des Moines. He had
seen a spirograph in a store one day and was curious about
whether anyone had created a web-based
version. Disappointed with what was already
out there, he decided that creating his own
digital version would be a perfect way to relive
the nostalgia of his childhood while learning
some new skills (a JavaScript library called
Nathan Friend
D3.js and a new programming language called
TypeScript).
About a month later, Friend posted a link to Inspirograph
on reddit. Within days, he noticed that people were being
referred to his site from places other than reddit and was
thrilled to find that several design blogs had posted links to
Inspirograph and were driving more traffic to the site.
Since early October,
Inspirograph has
Inspirograph is found at
received more than
nathanfriend.io/inspirograph
2,000,000 page
hits and more than
50,000 creations have been submitted to the gallery.
“I had to make some quick modifications to my server’s setup
to handle the sudden demand, which was ... exciting,” he
says. He is currently working on an Inspirograph app that he
hopes to release in the next few months. The Inspirograph
site includes a link to a mailing list that allows people to be
notified when the app is ready for their mobile platform (iOS,
Android, Windows Phone). So far, 11,000 people have signed
up, and that number grows by 30 or 40 each day.

ALUMNI

ACTS OF THE
SYNOD OF
DORDT FINALLY
PUBLISHED
T

he Synod of Dordt, one of the most important church
councils in the Reformed tradition, will celebrate its
400th anniversary in 2018-19. Dordt College was named
after the synod, and Dordt Alumnus Dr. Don Sinnema (’69)
is one of the world’s leading scholars on the synod. He is
one of three general editors of the first critical scholarly
edition of the documents written by and about that synod.
Besides issuing the Canons of Dordt, in
response to the Arminian controversy, and
the Church Order of Dordt, the synod made
important pronouncements on issues like Bible
translation, Sunday observance, catechism
instruction, and theological education.
Don Sinnema
Sinnema was asked by the Johannes A Lasco
Bibliothek, a leading research center for the
history and theology of Reformed Protestantism in Europe,
to help lead the project. Editing the hundreds of Latin
and Dutch manuscripts for the Acta et Documenta Synodi
Nationalis Dordrechtanae 1618-1619 (The Acts and Documents
of the National Synod of Dordtrecht) has been a labor of love
for Sinnema, who has been absorbed in the project since he
retired as a professor of theology at Trinity Christian College
three years ago.

“These documents have been scattered here
and there in over a dozen archives throughout
Europe,” says Sinnema.
The first volume of the Acts of the Synod
was recently published by the academic arm
of Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht, of Göttingen,
Germany. In addition to the original Acts of
the Synod, which have never before been
published, the volume includes a contracted
version of the Acts, minutes of the meetings of
the state delegates, and general English introductions giving
background and context of the Synod.
The goal of the project is to have all nine volumes published
by the 400th anniversary in 2018-19. Sinnema notes that the
documents in the publication still appear in the original Latin
and Dutch, but he hopes that someday the most important
documents will be translated into English.
SALLY JONGSMA
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Salome (Toryem, ’06) Nengean has had her world turned
upside down in the past two years. With God’s and her
husband, Isaiah’s, help, it is beginning to tip back right side up.

HELD FOR RANSOM
S

alome and Isaiah’s children, Isaac
and Joy, were kidnapped for ransom
eight months after they were
adopted in Nigeria in 2012 and before
they could return to the United States
with their parents.
“It was and still is an ordeal,” says
Nengean. “The pain and grief and anger
were overwhelmingly raw for a long time.”
Some days she could not get out of bed.
“Months later, my husband said
something simple, yet profound:
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‘You can’t allow these people to hold
you hostage too. Forgive them; find
something positive to put your energies
toward. You cannot be angry forever.’
That simple idea changed my life,” says
Nengean today. She decided that she
did not want to spend the rest of her life
being angry at the men who committed
such evil against them and their children
and began to find forgiveness in her heart
for those who kidnapped the children.
She also wanted to find a way to show
them how Christ teaches us to live.

Part of that process was finding a
way to extend to children in Ukum,
Nigeria, the village where their children
and the kidnappers live, the love and
opportunities they hoped to give Isaac and
Joy. Impact Missions was born. Through
Impact Missions, they hope to provide
communities in Nigeria with clean water,
health care, education, and support for
victims of kidnapping and other crimes
against women and children. And they still
hope and pray that they will eventually be
reunited with their children.

THE STORY

S

alome was born in Sioux Center, Iowa,
while her father, Simon, was studying
at Dordt College in the early 1980s.
At age 3, she moved with her parents
when they went back to Nigeria. She
eventually returned to Sioux Center to
study at Dordt, too. Following graduation
and while in law school at Michigan
State University, she met and married
Isaiah Nengean. Salome and Isaiah
regularly travel to Nigeria, where both
have family. It was on one of these visits
that they met Isaac and Joy. Abandoned
by their mother and orphaned by the
death of their father, they were living
with an elderly woman who was taking
care of more children than she could
easily care for.

PHOTO SUBMITTED

“We felt drawn to the children
immediately,” says Nengean. They
kept thinking about Isaac and Joy
after returning to their home in Des
Moines. Because the children were
undernourished, they tried to send
money for food to the woman caring
for them, but things were complicated

ALUMNI

“Our story is one of healing, of hope, of
comfort, and of how the Lord goes with us
through the darkest of valleys,” says Nengean.
because their caregiver did not know
how to use the bank. Although they
eventually worked out a way to get her
money to feed the children, they didn’t
stop thinking about Isaac and Joy. One
day while running together, Isaiah said
to Salome, “I think we should adopt
Isaac and Joy.” Salome said she had been
thinking about adopting them, too. They
agreed to think and pray about it.
“We had never talked about adoption,
assuming, I guess, that we would have a
couple of kids of our own,” says Nengean.
But presented with the opportunity,
she figured that with her law degree,
she could navigate the waters of
international adoption, expecting the
Nigerian half of the process to be the
most difficult because of bureaucratic
corruption. It was the United States
consulate that, in the end dragged
out the process for months, requiring
Nengean to first take a leave from her
job and then resign from it to stay
with the children in Nigeria until the
paperwork was completed.
The day they finally received an
appointment from the U.S. consulate,
Nengean was sitting outside one evening
with a group of women in Ukum. A car
drove up and a man in a mask stepped
out asking which of them was Salome.
He nodded toward the car, and three
more men stepped out. The women’s
screams brought the children running
from the house. After a tug-of-war, Isaac
and Joy were snatched up and carried
away. A few days later, Salome and

For more information about
Impact Missions Worldwide and
Salome's work go to
www.imworldwide.org
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Isaiah received demands for thousands
of dollars in ransom. They learned that
the abductors were relatives of the
children’s maternal aunt, looking to get
quick money from wealthy Americans.
Even the mother was hoping to get a cut
of profits.
Even though Isaac and Joy are legally the
Nengeans’ children, they decided not to
allow the children to be used as pawns
in a desperate and corrupt struggle.
They returned home, hoping that those
who kidnapped the children would
eventually give them back once they
realized that extortion wouldn’t work.
Family members in Nigeria continue to
watch and the Nengeans still hope the
kidnappers will tire of caring for extra
children and return them.
After weeks of tears, questions, and
even nightmares Nengean has taken her
husband’s advice and she has been able
to find comfort in God’s promises. She is
trying to forgive the kidnappers and to
turn her anger and pain into something
that she hopes will help such situations
happen less frequently.

“Once you go to Dordt, it is difficult to
separate your faith from how you live
your life,” Nengean says. “I began to see
that at age 20, but I see it so much more
clearly now. The importance of serving,
which was emphasized in so many
classes, becomes more real as you face
life’s situations.”
Thoughts about living the good life
have been pushed aside by others’ needs
for Salome and Isaiah, who is teaching
pastor and director of multicultural
ministries at Meredith Drive Reformed
Church in Des Moines. They hope to
move to Nigeria in the future, helping
build churches and communities. But
whatever the future holds, Nengean says
she has experienced that “even when
things seem to be falling apart, God
holds us in his hands.” She’s resting in
that assurance.
“I don’t think I saw as a student how
much Reformed Christianity is a way of
living and thinking,” she says today. “We
represent God, and we’re here to serve
no matter where we are or what we are
doing.”
SALLY JONGSMA
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“I got to know people in the village
while waiting for the adoption to go
through,” says Nengean. The village lies
along a creek where people drink, wash,
and urinate. Water borne diseases are
very common, and life can be difficult,
particularly during the dry season when
the rains stop and the creek dries up.
Through Missions Impact, the Nengeans
plan to help dig wells that can provide
clean drinking water. But their dreams
are bigger. They also hope to build a
medical facility, a school—and even a
soccer field for the children. Their plan
firmed up after a visit back to the village
in May.

promotes economic development and
downtown revitalization, is putting
her legal knowledge and skills to work
keeping the nonprofit Missions Impact
running. It takes coordination and
attention to detail, but she hopes that
the organization will be able to raise
$100,000 over the next year for their
efforts in Ukum.

“We went back to show people in the
village that this is what Christ teaches
us to do,” says Nengean. They bought
three acres of land and hope to dig the
first well in March 2015. Because of the
remoteness of the area and the rock
they must go through to reach the water
table, each well costs $10,000 to drill.
They hope eventually to dig three before
buying more land and beginning work on
a health care facility and school.
Nengean, who currently works for the
Greater Des Moines Partnership, which
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Salome and Isaiah Nengean
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ALUMNI

These children in Uganda were very excited to play in their first-ever football (soccer) uniforms.

DE BOERS AND DORDT
HELP KIDS SUIT UP
I

n 1998, Rod (’83) and Barb (’83) De
Boer and their children moved to
Uganda so that Rod could serve as a
development consultant with World
Renew. In 2001, they returned to Orange
City, Iowa. This past May, Rod and Barb,
along with daughter Becky (’09) and her
husband Dan (’09) Elgersma, returned to
Uganda to visit some of the projects and
people they had worked with.
Before they left, Rod asked Dordt
Athletic Director Glenn Bouma if the
college had any old uniforms or jerseys
they wanted to get rid of.
“I knew the kids there would get a real
kick out of having uniforms for playing
football (soccer),” Rod says.
Bouma gave him a couple of boxes of

DORDT

D I S C OV E RY

D AY S

track jerseys and some leftover Defender
Gold Club shirts—enough for four teams
to have different uniforms. The De
Boers left two sets of shirts in Amuria
in Northcentral Uganda and two sets
in in Kisoro, in the far southwest. The
Christian schools in these towns had
been started by organizations with
whom Rod had worked.
“The kids were extremely excited when
we brought them the uniforms and some
soccer balls. They had never used a real
soccer ball before,” said Rod. “They were
used to taking discarded plastic bags and
wrapping them up tight to make a soccer
ball. None of them had ever dreamed
they would have a uniform to wear. Most
children have only three sets of clothes–
one school uniform, one for every day,
and Sunday best.”

JUNE
22-26

2015

A camp where middle school students get to explore
new interests or dive deeper into familiar ones

Registration opens online March 25, 8 a.m. CST
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Sioux Center, Iowa 51250

Spring

Spring

Renewal

Drive

The annual Spring Renewal Drive helps
maintain and update our infrastructure and
beautify our campus.
Your gift also helps to lower long-term debt, ensuring that
these costs are not included in students' tuition.

Give at dordt.edu/gift

